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: ||Several Places of Scrip- 
| ture are Expounded, againft the 
Vulgar ERRORS concerning 
WITCHCRAFT, A PP A- 
R IT I ONS, aes 


To which is added, 
|An APPENDIX, containing fome 
A Reriecrions on Mr. Boulton’s ere to}. 
e Dr. Hutchinfon’s Hiftorical Effay ; entitled 
The Polfibility and Reality of Magick, Sorcery 
and Witcheraft nigel’ rated, | 


| 2 Comte Bu LuUDE, 


| {A Presbyter of the Church or Ennghind 


ac LON DQN: 
Bees for the Auruor, in the Year 1733. 


ee pe = ih os > 
TRAN icra eh tat 


| us, Acts x1.47- That 
the Lord added daily 
| ©. ¢0-the Church fuch as 
: eS ee ahs i ould. be faved: A 
< Place of Holy Scrip- 
ture Saficient: to ground that “Arti- 
cle, whereby. we conftantly profefs 
to believe The Holy Catholick Church 5 
Ox), \as it is,an/’the. Nicene Cicéd) 
One Catholick and Apoftolick Church. 
For this..Text'- clearly teaches us 
thefe Three Things, : 
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1. That there is a Church. 
2. That this Church is but One; ' 
that there is not Another. And, 
| . That we muft be of that a 
Church to be fav’d. 


The Difficulty — is, ‘What this 
Church is ? A Difficulty found out 
by the Genius of ‘evil Men, who 
being not contented with what 1s 
~ yeveal’d in Gop’s own Book, have 
fought out many Inventions, and 
written Cart-loads of Books, more 
capable of diftracting Thoufands, 
than of direCting One Man in the - 
Right Way to Heaven. - 


~ As for my Part, I. think to’ fee 
plainly (and without much to do) 
this Church, in God’s Holy and In-. 
fallible Word, that Word, to which, 
whofoever addeth any rhing, and fron 
which,. «eats a any’ iii 
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is curfed. For believing ftedfaftly 
that Fefus Chrift, and Fefus Chrift 
Alone, is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life: 1 fee there a Society’ of 
_ Men profefling to Believe in Him, 
having Communion together in the 
Ufe and Participation of all and 
every one of the Ordinances. which 
~ Himéelf hath Inftituted to that Pur- 
pofe: And. thefe Ordinances, ac- 
cording to the. Letter of their In- 
_ ftitution, are adminiftred by Hands 
_ rightly Ordamed thereunto ; For 
_ no Man taketh upon him this Of- 
- fiec, but be that is Called, as Aaron 
_ was. So that this Church is One, be- 
caufe the Members thereof have One 
and the fame Faith in the Holy Je- 
_fus, and their Communion is in 
the Partaking of the fame Ordinances, - 
which are all of his Inftitution, 
and of no Body elfe. This is the 
One Holy Catholick and Apoftolick: 
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— Church, which! ‘hath, its Orthodox 


Muniftry. of Bilhops, ) Priefts, -and 
Deacons: untainted: «with Schifti, 
Herefy, or Apoftacy;'who mirifter 


duly thesundefiled Service: of the 


Church Without Superftition, ‘or: 
dolizing any: Creature, whether 
Dead; Men,..or Men Alive, or any 
other Material. or Image; foriout 
Gop.is. a. Spirit, that will be. tas. 


; Pipped: in =e an in Truth, © 


nel a that, Gov) may i 
rightly Served and truly: Glorified 
upon Earth by. this. holy, Congres 
gation, let him be the fole Object 
of all Religious Worfhip. Read 
carefully upon this, the:yth Chap 
ter of this Book, ale the Firft Com=. 


 mandment of the Laws. Secondly, 
Let all, Chriftians purify themfelves 
for the pute Worlhip of that Gop; 


whole Eyes are fo pure, that he cannot 
behold Intquity. | And 
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And above ‘all Things,” Let’ v8 be 
well fatisfied, thatthe Gop with 
whom we havé to do, is noon 
the Eternal Gop, without B 
ning or End3 > not: only: the. ae 

_ mighty Gop, who doth whatloever 
pleates. him, and hath “made° ‘all 
Things; not: only ‘the infinitely 
wifeGop, ha oftereth all: things 
rightly: and! jaftly;:and hath ieut: 
ed. nothing with a) Capacity’ td 6 Op- 
pofe his Will. But let us alfo ton- 

- fider well, and never forget, that 
our YGop. is: Ens: ‘perfe Exiftens, a 
Spirit who hath: ‘his’ Being ‘from 
Himéelf, and ‘is “All-fuficient 
Himfelf ; who as’ “he ‘hath created 
Alb Things of Nothing, fo ‘he “eli 
reduce then? to- Nothing when he 
will, and’ his ‘Hand can fiéver' be 

| fidsinéd : he cai'create Thoufands 
of Worlds, and govern them with- 
out + at or even the Conciirrence 


of 
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of any-Greature,! léaft, of all of Sa- 
tan, or (of thofe:idevilith. Spitits, 


Suppoted to be do bufy about the 


fairs .of this World, and ‘fuch 
powerful- Inftruments in- Gop’s 
Hands to,; vex! arid, punifh, Men ; 
wheréas we cannot but: know and 
acknowledge that our Sins are: Pro- 
vocations enough, and our felves 
fufficient . Inftruments for all. the 
Judgments: he» thinks ft. to ance 


| jeu td AiG. : 


: hae Thing : 1s « abfoluteby ne- 
olay: ‘That our;|Gop. may have 
his -Due;and be truly glorified by 
us, the’ his unworthy Servants, and 
that i 185! ithat we holdfaft and. perfe= 
vere in the Profeflion: of our. holy; 
Chriftian Faith, ,.and be well: forti- 
fed againft. all Arian and Socinian 
Herelies,that wemay own and pub- 
Iifb that the firft- Foundation of this 

Chriftian 
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Chriftian Religion: is," that’ Fefus 
Chrift, the Eternal: Son of God is the 
Only ‘Mediator and Redeemer promifed,, 
by the Prophets ; which is not prov’d 
by a ftronger Argument, than that 
which is formed from the Meflage 
fent by St. Fobn the Baprtift to our 
Saviour by two of. his Difciples, 
and Curist’s Anfwer to him, 
Luke vii. 19, 20, 21, 22. For now 
Men do not make fuficient Reflec- 
tion upon that Place, as this Book 
doth ; that our Saviour takes no 
Notice of his cafting out Demons, 
which St. ‘Fobn’s Ditciples had feen 
_ him do ; for by this it is evident, 
Bhacrthis Cafting-out, was the Cur- 
ing one fort of thofe Difeafes, 
which the Prophets had faid the 
Chrift: fhould heal, as an infalli- 
ble Proof that he was the Mef- 
fiah snag And I intreat the 
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- to.confider it: well; forit may 
med, that\they are not like 
ever to. find upd a they om 3 him 
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That the great Gods, have no Com-= 
munication with Men. pe 1g 


That the Damons had been Men; and re 
of Evil Daemons. p: ae. 
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the Place where thofe Demons in= 
habited who were made Gods ; and 


of Corra’s Opinion. 2s P. 42 
of the Worfbip both of the Gods and 
Daemons. Be Bk: oP ey 


of that Place of Scripture, 1 Gor, x.3 
20. What the Heathen offer, they 


lr it to Devils. | P59 
of the frp Commandment of the 
Law, oe P52 


of the Words DE MO N and DE- 
of. £ L, “quad of the Vemayr kable. Diffe- | 

_) ence betwixt thofe. two Names 3 

P and of Sepulchres: and Relicks 


a ae oko 
T has eke is ae one DEVI L, or 
SATAN; and of the Angels [poe 


ken of, Rev: ox. CYP 7 Con 
S.J. Jude, Gos, Pet, Il. 4. 


p- 78 | Of | 


The ConTENTS. vii 


of the Demons or Spirits which our 
Saviour caft our; and of the Spirits — 
of Python By Bee | 


Of the Word SPIRIT, of feduz 
cing Spirits; and of thofe Words, 
juitify’d in the Spirit ; and of the 

_ Angels thaz fhall be judged by the 
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Treatife of Spiri ts & £ 


Several Places of Serie! 
ture expounded, againft 
the vulgar Errors of 


Witchcraft, Te. 


St AS Gee OS T Interpreters, e- 
eae Ipecially of the latter 
Days, underftand that 


Gy 80 fee SSG Place of Scripture, 4 
eke coe Ps Tim. iv. 1.. That the 
{hos 2G =i Doérine of Demons 
(tranflated Devils) fiznifies no more than 
a Devilifh Dottrine, iafpir} ‘d and taught 
by the Devil. This Interpretation doth 
B ST yiee indeed 


2eT if 
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indeed fet forth a true Doétrine; for. every, 
Ill Opinion, efpecially in Religion, i is origi- 
nally fiom the Devil: But who can con- | 
ceive that St.Paul fhould fo autentically 
warn Chriftians of it, particularly in the 
Poirit of Mubriage arid Abftinence from Meat, 
in this Place, rather chan in the fecond. 
Chapter of an Epiftles to the Coloff 1AiS, 
and in other, Places, where he condemns « 
- other Do&trinées, not lefs, if foe more 
dangerous than thefe. There was.no oc- | 
cafion here, or any where elfe, to call 
Doétrines of Devils, thofe that were con: | 
demned by him; his condemning them 
was. fufficient 5 inform all Believers, 
that they proceeded from another Prin- 
ciple than the Spirit of God. Many are 
the unanfwerable Reafons for our under- 
ftanding of thefe Words, as Epiphanius — 
long ago expounded them, which Expo- 
{ition is approv’d by many very learned. 
Men. There are feveral ancient Copies 
of the New Teftament, wherein after. 
thefe note Doétrines of Devilsyyou will, 
find thefe, For the ) [ball be WV orfbippers of 
dead Mein, as tao): ‘tat were ado ed i Trael. 


“a i 


i Spirits. fa 
4) ie théfe Words are St. Pauls Wards, 
he hath: expounded himfelf; if chey.are 
not, they who addedsthem underftood 
‘the Place asf do, and they are vei ‘yan 
cient Interpreters, for thefe Words were 
in’St. Epipbanius his Copy; who quoted 
them as being St. Paal’s own words} but 
Epiphaniastivd about the Year 350. If 
fo many other Ente: ‘preters have nop likid: 
the fave. Bx plicationyuit is’ becaufe: they 
did not well confider the Dotirines of rite 
“Heathen, concerning their Daemons; ‘and 
did not make ferious Refleétions uponiia 
Place whereof they had given at firftiuch 
an Bxpofiti tion as pleafed them, and which 


is good in‘ it’ felf,: _— mot the: ied 
Senfe oF the pokane povedy 


f* 


“The Hlchen beleiv’d-butor oné Ti iby ec 
‘God; ‘tho Plutarch in-his Treatife of dfs 
and ea ay faith, that the: He eathen. held 
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(a) See the ‘New ‘Teftament “of Onifird Milas 3 veh 
pons remeedoums es %G wore agen sre AiSnrcen: re eu 


(6) Plurabch of the ‘Oracles that are etl. ict de Deo 
fentit, ighed ‘fit imcorporens;: is umus:ait, ’ Aerippat'cs, Ge- 


nitor,’ | 
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Two firlt Principles, or two “Gods, one 
good, and the other evil; and the fecond 
was called Demow: yet this is a Truth 
clear enough, that the Heathen did ac- 
knowledge one only Sovereign God, and 
Matter above ‘the reft. There are indeed 
‘many Contradictions in their Writings, 
which we will not undertake to reconcile 5 
but certain it is, that many, yea the moft 
confiderable among them, believed this 
one only God, and Plutarch  himfelt af 
firms it, for he introduces Cleombutus, fay- 
ing, that the Sroicks were of the fame 
Opinion with him, and. that they held, 
_ that in fo great Multitude of Gods, there 
was but one Eternal and Immortal, and 
that all rhe reft have had a Being by Birth, | 
and fhall have an End by Death, It was 
Plato’s Doctrine’ in Tggeo at Parm. Celfus. 
Jikewife nameth one God, who is above - 
all. Apuleius relating ‘Plato’s Opinion fays 
that he believ’d but one God, who made 
all Things, and who is the Giver of all 
good Things. St. Aufiz, takes notice of 
his doftrine De civit. Dei.l. 9. cap. 16. and 
Vives in his Notes quotes thofe Places 
of he where it is aflerted. Trifmegiftus 
| in 


of. Spivite. 13 


in Afclepius teaches every where, that 
there is one God: Deus uzus, faith he, 
more than once, Solus & merito Solus, 
‘¢ The Lord of Eternity, that made the 
“ World, the Father and the Lord of all 
_ “ Things, by whom the celeftial Gods, 
«© and afterwards Men, have been crea- 


“ ted ; the only Gavdsnoriokehe World, 
“ whom every one obeyeth. He faith 


further, that all Things are of him, and 


* 


depend upon his Will. Chriftotle tells us, — 


that it is acommon Opinion received o 
all Men, that all Things are of God: As 
for him, he believes that there is but one 
God, who perfeveth all Things. 


~ Jt fhould be noted, that tho’ Platarch 
{peaks of two, yet it doth not appear 
that his Opinion was that thefe two 
Gods were equally fupreme, for himfelf 


called one Demon, and finds a vaft dif. 


ference betwixt the great Gods and the 
Demons ; for in the fame Treatife he af- 
firms, that what the Fable relates of 
Ofiortsand Typho did happen neither to the 


Gods, nor to Men, but to fome great _ 


Dzmons who proved ftronger than Men: 
and 


if 
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and yet their Nature is not purely di- 
vine, but compounded of a {piritual and 
corporeal Being : whereupon he declares 
the Opinion of Plato, who faith, that 
the Demons are between the Gods and * 
Men; and that I/s and Ofiris had been 
changed from good Demons «ito 
Gods, becaufe of their Vertues. Plutarch 
doth not admit of two Principles only, 
but puts a third betwixt them, and fay 
that they called the good one Oromazes; 
the evil Arimazius, andthe third Mithres : 
He tells us farther, that this Oppofition 
betwixt two Principles, is found only, in 
this lower World, under the Moon ; that 
thefe oats Powers are not equal, and 


es the beft is the ftrongeft. : He quatesHo- 
‘ ass, who. calls Supiter the Mafter, the 
Governor, the Lord of the whole 


World. : Laftly, in the fame Place-he 
owns one God, that rules aad governs 
the whole Wold. and in his Difcourfe 
of the Word ‘ks; he declares that thst 

‘is buc one only God. | 


ae bis : 
That: 
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That the great Gods, have 
no Communication with. 
Men. 


—eHis Affertion feems tobe con- 

tradicted, in the Atts of the 
Holy Apotties, ch. 14. where it is faid, 
that the People, took Barnabas for Sapi- 
ter, and call’d Paul Mercurins ; itis faid - 
that ‘fupiter and Apollo at: Mag by : 
Oracles, and that Celfas, calleththe Sun: 
the Moon, and. the Stars truly Cele-’ 
ftial Heroes: Yet this Opinion is foynd: 
in very good Authors, whereby it aps 
pears, that the Heathen did hold this as 
a Truth, That the Celeftial. Gods did not 
meddle wath Men, and haa no Commerce 
with them ; that it had been a thing 
unworthy of them to come down and, 
that it was only by the Demons, that 
Men had any Communication with Hea- 
| ven. 
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_ ven. See what Apuleius faith of it (2) ; his 


Doftrine is that of Plato, which St, 
Auftin relates thus, De Civit Dez. 1. 8. 
c. 8. * They place their Demons be- 
* tween Heaven and Earth, that as no 


‘ God can haye any Commerce with 


“ Men, thefe Demons do carry to the 


‘ Gods, the Prayers of Men, and from 
‘ thence they bring unto Men that which 
‘ they have obtained ; for they that hold 
this Opinion, do believe it an un- 
worthy thing, that the Gods fhould 

have any thing to do with Men, or 
Men with the Gods: but it is con. 
venient that the Demons fhould have 
to do both with the Gods, and with 
Men, to let the Gods know what Men 
‘do defire, and to bring unto Men, 
what ‘the Gods have granted.” Up. 

on this Vives tells us of Plato’s Banquet 

where is found what ‘St. Aaftin faith 5 
and noteth alfo, that Plat afcribeth 


(4) De Deo Socratis.. Hos cun@os Deos in fublimi x- 
theris vertice locatos; ab humana contagione procul diferetos, 
plurimi non rite vencrantur, &c. Quos Deos Plato exeftiz 
mat veros, incorporales, animales fine ullo, neque~fine, neq; 
exordio, fed pvorfis ac retro aviternos, &c. a. 

s ae | Hin\yea 


this 
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this Doétrine to Socrates... * Love, faith 


© Diotimus to Socrates, is a great Demon; 
‘ and every Demon is betwixt God and’ 


£ Mortal Man, and his Office is to in- 
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terpret betwixt both, and to carry 
from Men their Prayers and their Sa- 
crifices ; and from Gods; »Commands. 
and Rewards: And by this Channel. we. 
have all that concerns PrediCtions, Sa- 
‘ crifices, Inchantments, the Art of Divi- 
‘ nationand Magick: for God doth not 
‘ communicate himfelf unto Man, but 
¢ all the Communication is by the Media- 
‘ tion of Demons, and by them the 
€ Gods fpeak to Men, whether when 
‘ they areawake, or when they are afleep. 
Plutarch {ays, that to takeaway Demons, 
is to take away the Communication be. - 
tween the Gods and Men; that they 
believe not that the Gods are prefent 


at their Sacrifices, neither do they take 


he 


notice of, them perfonally, but that Bu- 
finefs is committed: to-the Miniftets of 
the Gods, viz. the Demons; that not 
the Gods, but the Demons did prefide 
in the Oracles; that jt is fit we fhould 
believe. .the Gods aré wholly freed from 

t= wie all 
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all Commerce with T hings on the Earth : 
Yea it was a Demon named Phebus who 
{poke in the Oracle at Delphos. Finally 
he tells us, that he hath taken away the 
Art of Divination from the Gods, to 
appropriate it abfolutely to the Demons. 
It is alfo the Opinion of Apaleius, in the 
fore-cited Place, wherein he attributes 
to Demons all the Miracles that are 
wrought, all che Prophefies of Things to 
come, and all Sacrifices. 


That if the People of Lyfra cryed out, 
feeing a Miracle done by the Apoftles, 
that the Gods become like Men, were come 
down to them,there were no reafon tothink 
that they fpake of the Celeftial Gods; 
the Demons, whofe Habitation was the 
higheft part ¢ of the Air, were alfo called 
Gods, as Plutarch hath obferved. Of the 


Oracles ceafed, a. 8. 16. Ifis and Ofris, 


n. 12. That every Demon, did bear 


the Name of that Celeftial God, whofe 


Minifter he was. The Philofophers like- 
wife attributed to Demons whatfoever 
the Poets faid of the Gods, coming 
down npan the Barth; ae Plutarch quot- 


mg iy 


a Spiviei ee 
a Pythagoras; _ Xenocrates and Crif ippus 
for it, as holding the fame Opinion. Plato 
in Timeo faith, that Saturn, Fupiter, Fano, 
and the reft were Demons, and fpeaks 
of their being begotten. Trifrmegifias i in 
Afclepius faith, That there is an Admi- 
niftrator between Heaven and Earth, 
whom we call ‘fupiter; and that there is 
another Fupiter Platonius, who hath Do- 
minion over the Earth, and the Sea, and 
who feeds Animals and Plants, dnd pla- 
ces both thefe Fupiters under the So- 
vereign God: It may be faid, that the 
Apoftles Miracle feemed fo great to the 
People of Ly/tra, that it made them raife 
up their Thoughts immediately to the 
Celeftial Gods, and to call for Sacrifices, 
which the Prieft did not oppofe ; their 
Bufinefs 5 being to keep the People in 
their blind Devotion; but from thence 
ho Conclufion can bé drawn againft 
what we read of the Doétrine com- 
monly Held among the Heathen. | 


 Celfus freak’ not what is afcribed tc 
him; and what is truly quoted of him, 
thews plainly that he believ’da Sovereign 
| C2 Divi- 
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Divinity, above allthe reft;and Demons; 
that were his Lieutenants, Satrapes, and 
Generals of his Armies. Origen in his firft 


‘Book againft Celfus. faith, that. Men 


fhould not piay to the Sih, ‘the “Moon, 
the’ Stars, nor yet to eel ‘Celeftial 

Angels, t that.-are more certain: .But 
it “is - Origen’ that. fpeaks,- aa hath 
fpoken nothing. of Celfus. before»; but 
he only blam’d: the: Jews for. Worthip: 
ing Heaven, and, Angels, while. they 
defpis’d the Sun, the Moon, dnd’ the 
Stars, which are the moft excellent Parts 
of “Heaven ; and which do -forétel : many 
ah hings.. Plerague vaticinantur. to 
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Ti hat the Dicmace ‘bad 
been Men; and. of joy 
Demons. ¥ Sg, aa — 


HE conftant Opinion of the Hea: 
then about Demons, was that 
they had been Men, and for their ex- 
cellent Virtues and eminént “Qualities, oe 
which they fhew’d whilft they 'were = 
upon Earth, were thought worthy to 
be taken up, and be made Partakers of 
fuch Portion of a Divine Thing, as in- 
abled them to be Mediators, Interpre- 
ters, and Tranfaétors in all’ manner of 
Bufineffes betwixt the Gods and Men: | 
Tho’ the Platonicians did believe a kind | 
of Demons that had never been Men, 
yet they believ’d likewife, that the Souls 
of great Men were glorify’d after there 
Death, and became Demons. (a) Apuleius 


oa a) De Deo Sccratis; Hac Vivem in Aug, de Civit. Dei. 
OC. TN, 


; CX 


oe) 


Maia 
were never bound with the Bonds 


© ofa Body.’ Take notice of this: of 
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exprefly diftinguifhes thefe two forts 
of Demons, and faith, ‘ That thefe are 
‘ called Gods, who have lived juftly and 
é prudently; are afterwards honour'd 
¢ by Men as Divinities, as Amphiarnus 
© in Boetia, Mopfus in Africa; Afi risin Eoypt, 
‘ Aefculapius every where: And that thefe 
‘ were that fort of Demons who had 
‘ been formerly in Human Bodies... But 
‘ that there is another kind of Demons, 
¢ Nobler and more Excellent, which 


Plato: His Dialogue intitled Cratylus, was 
compos’d to fhew the Signification of 
Words, and how they agree with the 
Things themfelves:, Socrates ats the part 
of a Fudge, between Hermozenes, Pythagoras 
and Cratylus, a Follower of Heraclitus ; 
this is he, who for the moft. part ex- 
pounds Names; obferve what. they 
fay of the Name of Demons ;* Do you 
‘ know, faith Socrates, who. thiofe are 
* that Hefiodus calls Demons? Hermes 
‘ anfwers, I know not Socrates: And 
‘do you not know that fort of Men 
¢ which he calls the Golden Race?. Hermos 
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og 


ne) 


OTA RR Are 


‘ea -R  R A tn e -AQwtr »- Aa 


c~ Jane A 


of Spirits, 23 | 


* genes replies, I know that Socrates fays, 
That when that Race of Men was co- 


vered with Death, they were called 
Demons, Saints raifed up above the 


the Harth, Guardians of Mortal Men, 
and their Proteétors againft the Evils 


thatmight happen to them. Hermoge- 


nes. What do you conclude from that? 
Socrates. I believe that he calls a Golden 
Race, not that which i is ‘made of that 
Metal, but a fort of Men very vittus 
ous and excellent in all Things; but 
that which makes me believe it, is be- 
caufe he faith that we are a Generation 
of Iron. Hermes. You fay true Socra- 
tes; Do you not think then that if 
there were amongft us any honeft Man, 
that he was of that Golden Generation, 
according to Hefiodus his Opinion ¢ 
Hermes. It ought to be fo Socrates ; 
Are honeft Men any thing elfe but 
wife Men? Hermes, Certainly they 
are wife Men. Socrates. He calleth 
therefore, as I think, that fort of Mez 
Demons, becaufe they were wife and 
learned ; for according to the ancient 
ea! ‘ Diae 


ge a 
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‘ Diale&t. of our Language, this Name 
* is given:'to them that are fuch: there- 
¢ fore both he, and other Poets in great 
oN umbers do Gant perfectly well, when 
¢ they fay that after a Man is dead well, 
‘ he receives a great Reward, and that 
“he is made'a Demon, according to the 
* Title due to his Wifdom: As for me, 
I fear not’ to affirm, that every good 
Man is‘a Demon, and that he fhould 
“be fo called both in his Life-time, and 
after his Death. St. Auflin doubted 
not but this was the Platomick Do&trine, 
fince the Title of one of his Chapters is 
this, Dé'Civitate Deis 1.9. c. 11. Of ‘the 
Platonician’s Opinion, who believe that the 
Souls of Men are Demons after they are gone 
ott of their Bodies. Plutarch in his Trea- 
tile of the Familiar Spirit of Socrates, faith 
exprelly, That the deify'd Souls became De- 
mI0MS and take care of Men. | 


~ A 


After this it cannot be faid- that Plato 
did not'teach, that there were Demons 
which had been Mex, and thefe very -De- 
gions WETE efteemed the true Mediators 


be- | 


et 
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betwixt the celeftial Gods and Men, who 
carried the Prayers up to Heaven, and 

brought down. ,Bleflings and Rewards ; 
who received the Oblations, and return- 
ed Anfwers. ‘This is precifely what He- 
fiodus taught : He was a Poet, I confefs, 
but befides that, the Poets were the Peo- 
-ple’s Divines ; this is quoted as a great 
Author, and we have feen before that it 
is particularly upon his Opinion that 
Sdcrates in Plato groundeth his touching 
Demons; tho’ he maketh likewife, that 
many other Poets had faid the fame 
Things. Hear how Plato {peaks in an- | 
other Place upon the fame Subje&t, Shall 
we not believe Hefiodus? Surely after the 
| Men of this fort be dead, they are conftituted 
Demons, Saints, and rais’d up above the 
' Farth (very sood 3) and appointed to pre- 
ferve mortal Men from Evil, and to protect 
them; (truly we believe 1 it fo.) 


Here we fhould particularly take, No- 
tice of Plato’s Opinion, becaufe his Seé& 
was very much followed in St. Paul’s 
Time. Vives, upon the laft quoted 

: Place 
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Place of St. Aujtin, doth obferve, that 
the Sentiments of Philofophers,. tho’ of 
the fame Sect, were .very different a- 
bout the Gods, and that Apuleius was 
of another Opinion than Plato in that 
Point ; and { cannot find that Plato di- 
ftinguifhes, as Apuleius does, two forts 
of Demons, whereof fome had- been 
Men, and others not: Yea, Apuleius 
fays only that Philofophers did fuppofe 
three forts of Gods, viz. a fovereign 
one, the firft and only God of that Or- 
der, above the World, and incorporeal : 
after him the Planets, and the other Di- 
vinities, called Celeftial ; and then, laft- 
ly, they whom the ancient Romans 
named Medioximi, whofe Quality, Power 
and ‘Habitation were below that of cele- 
ftial Gods, and above that of Men. But 
there he makes no Diftin@tion of Demons, 
and all that he fays will not make us be. 
lieve otherwife, but that he meant thofe 
Souls of Men which (in his Opinion) be- 
ing: feparated from their Bodies, became 
Demons, being rais’d up to that middle 
«Nature betwixt the Gods and Men, 
which he calls oi sos Demons, and to 
| whom 


< Spirit a 
whom he alfo gives the Name of Gods, 
It’s true, he likewife allows the Name 
of Daemon to Saturn, Rea, Fupiter, 
“Fano, and others that were -accounted 
celeftial Gods; but we mutt obferve, 
that the moft common Opinion was, 
that thofe Gods had been Men, and that 
the fame was conftantly believ’d of 
them ; which Plutarch faith of Ifis and 


Ofiris, ‘of Hercules and Bacchus, viz. that 


of Demons they had been made Gods, 
and that the Worfhip render’d to them 
was a mixed Worfhip of that of the. 
Gods, and that of Demons. Plato in 
in like manner calls Demon the Soul of 
a Man, even before it be out of the Bodyy 
with refpect to that Excellency that 
makes him capable of becoming a De- 
mon, after his Separation. from the Body. 
All this perfuades me that. Plato believed 


but one fort of Demons, properly fo cal- 


led, and what I have noted of him jufti- 
fies that he own’d, that all thofe Demons 
were the Souls of Men departed, who 
had lived in the Pra€tice of Vertue. 
This is fo much the more probable that _ 
he faith, that it was above his Capacity 
D 2 | tp 
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to éxplain well what they were, whom 
they called Demons, and, that we muft 
abide by the Opinion of ancient Authors, 
~ who being the Sons ofs the Gods, did 
beft know their Parents Opinion, Now 
the Ancients are Hefiodus, and the other 
Poets of the fame Opinion, and who 
have faid that the Demons were the 
Souls of Men of the Golden Generation’; 
Hermes Trifmegiflus was one of the Sons 
of the Gods. St. Aujtie declares his O- 
pinion thus ; De Civis. Det. 1. 8. c. 26. 
he gives to underftand that “he believ’d 
that the Demons were made of the Souls 
of Men departed. Cicero, who was a 
Platonician faith, in the fecond Book of — 
Laws, That the Dinithls were Feftivals de. 
dicated to the Dead, which (faith he) had 
vot been, had not the’ Ancienis believ’d that 
they leaving this Life, are admitted into the | 
Number of the Gods. 03 
As ‘for Apuleius his Notion, 19 hat sh 
were two forts of Damons, Jome that haa. 
been Men, and ‘others that had never been 


( a) eines with éibgibx Bouds : It is re- 
markable, 


(a) St AE EON volitant, “&c. Quid randeianeueee 
cqnies Deponym cgrporg, que concreta multo minus, & 
; haw: 


a 
a 
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remarkable, that he afcribes to the fe- 
cond fort, cergain Bodies formed of the 
pureft Air, and of a moft fubtile Com- 
polition. It is the Sentiment of Plutarch, 
who tells us in The Oracles that are sealed, 
That they are Spirits cloathed with an airy 4 
— Sabflancee Thus Amiot hath tranflated 
the 125th Verfe of Hefiodus’s Works,  - * 
called The Works of Days, quoted by | 
Platarch : Bat when Hefiodus names 
"pa ehlamevor, he {peaks of Men of the 
Golden Generation, who had been made 
Demons by oh Gage From whence 
may be conjectur’d, that thole excellent 
Demons, according to Apuleixs, whohad 
Bodies formed of the pureft and moft 
fubtile Air, were according to Hefiodus 
and Platarch that quotes him, the Souls 
of dead Men. And it muft be confels’d, 
that the moft commen Opinion was, that | 
there were none other. | es 


But fuppofe that the Notion of Apu- 
liews were admitted, and Plato held the 


tanto fublimiora? non enim funt ex hac feculenta nebula 
» tumida caligine conglobata, fed ex illo puriflimo  zris li- 
guidg & aene elemento coalita, De Deo Socratis. 
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fame (which doth not appear.) The 
_ Diftributioa made by Apaleius of the feve- 
ral Employments of each fort of Demons, 
muft alfo be own’d to have been a 
common Doétrine, and Plato’s Dottrine 
- too; and this is manifeft, that the Me- 
diatorfhip betwixt the Gods and Men, 
could belong (according to the common 
Opinion, and that of Plato) only to the 
Demons that had been mention’d: and 
this is the Affertion; for in the firft 
place Apuleius faith, That the Lares, and 
fuch as were called Dei Penates, are of the 
Number of thofe Demons that had beew Men, 
And in Explication of Plato’s Principles 
he fays, That the Demons, whom we may 
call Genia and Lares, are efleemed to be the 
Minifiers of the Gods, the Guardians of 
Men, and their Interpreters ; if they requeft- 
ed any thing of the Gods. Secondly, Apa- 
leius afcribes to the Demons who never 
were Men, another Office than of Me- 
diators betwixt the Gods and Men; he © 
fays, That they are always near and Affiftant 
to Men, temper ad funt, to confider all 
their Attions, and take Notice even of their 
Thoug hts ; that ae Men are it they 
go. 


Sti. 
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yo with their Souls to give Teftinsony of 


their Behaviour, whereupon Judgment is 
given. Hence it appears, that the Office | 
of carrying the Prayers and Oblations . 
of Men to Heaven, and bringing from 
thence. Bleffings and Rewards, did be- 
long to the Demons that had been Men ; 
that which Plato hath taught very clear- 
ly in the Places I have cited. They 


that will be more particularly informed 


concerning the Diftin&tion of Daemons, 


may read Marcillus Ficinus upon the 


zoth Book of Plato’s Republick, at the 
latter end, and in Timeo, ¢. 14. But 
let ic be noted, that here I take no- 
tice only of the airy Demons Mediators 
betwixt the celeftial Gods and Men: 


«which were alfo the Object of the Peo. 


ple’s Worfhip. 


If it be objetted, that the Demons 
cannot well be called the Minifters of 
the. great God, fince they believed fome 
good and fome evil Demons. J anfwer, 
that {have fpoken of the Demons Medi- — 
ators, and the common) Obje@ of the 


Heathen’ s religious Worthip ; the Sub- 


ject 
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ject requir’d not any notice to be ta- 
ken of others, nor to be diftinguifh’d, 

where the Heathen made no Diftin@ion. 
If in Platarch forme did believe wicked 
Demons, others do condemn that Opini- 
on. According to Plaroall Demons were 
Gods; and that Philofopher acknow- 
ledged no Gods but good ones. We 
have, faith St. Auftiz, De Civit. Dei. l. 8. 
c. 13. Plato’s Opinioa who faith that the 
Gods are good, that there is no evil Gods 
which deftroys their Opinion, who hold, that 
the evil Gods are tobe appeas'd with Sacri- 

fices, left they fbould do us Mifchief. Cel- 
fas own'd none but good ones. Origen 

contra Celf. lib. 8. fol. R03: | 


ir is here obje€ted, that the Heathen - 
in genesal did not believe that there 
were Demons in a middle State betwixt 
the great God and the Heroes, fince 
the Papapattioks believ’d no Spirits fave 
thofe which God had fixed to each 
celeftial Globe to turn it: That the 
Stoicks own’d no Demons, and that So- 
crate’s Opinion was very agreeable. to 
that of Chriftians.’ For anfwer to this 
I fay; 
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I fay, that the particular Opinion of one | 
Seét is no Reafon why the moft common 
fhould not be attributed to the general ; 
my Defign was. to fhew what was the 
moft general ObjeCt of the People’s De- 
votion, and the vulger Opinion on which 
it was grounded; I was not obliged to 
take notice of all the particular Opini- 
ons of Philofophers which were not — 
follow’d by the People. The Peripa- 
geticks did appear but very little in the 
Time of St. Pal; and thefe Intelligen- 
ces which they join’d to each Sphere, 
were none other then the Demons, which 
the Platonicians affixed to them, as 
Marcinus Ficinus witnefles; for all this 
they might believe the airy Demons — 
we are difcourfing of; I read nothing 
-of them for that Time upon that Sub- 
jet. The Opinion of Epicurus, who 
feem’d to deny all manner of Spirits, 
was then better approved than that of 
the Peripateticks, and yet it put no ftop to 
the Devotion then in ufe among the 
People, according to the Principles of 
Platonicians, Pythagorans, and the Poets : 
AS 
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As for Ariftotle, lib. de: ‘Mundo, “6. if 

he be the Author ‘of that Book, ‘he 

furely -believ’d no'Dezmons, eithergood 
or bad; he believed one ‘orily God, 
who Belt placed in the higheft part 
of the Univerfe, ‘did govern all'the Mo- 
tions thereof, as a Machine with feveral 
‘Wheels and ‘Springs depending one up- 
_onanother, tho’ their Motions were ve-_ 
“ty different ; None otherwife, faith hes 
than a Puppet Engineer, by one firft Spring 

makes the veft to move, ‘and fo'fets on work 
and ‘motion all other . Machines. Inchis 
Opinion there is nota better Sentiment, 
nor more worthy ‘of God’s Goodnefs and 
“Majefty, than this, ‘That: this Sovereign 
Power is féated’in the higheft Part of Hea- 
ven, communicates'to all Things, even the 

fartheft, ‘of what is: neceffary for their: Pres 
fervation. He cannot ‘approve their 
‘Fancy, ‘who hold, That this. Power comes | 
down, and is inferted into Things unworthy 
of it, and ‘which ‘canaot’-be named with 
Modefly: Netther doth be believe ‘that’ he 
needs any Servants, or Help, but he can do 
all Things by one fi gle Motion, with: aes ; 

he 
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he [ets on work all others afterwards, And. 
yet he confeffes, that ancient Authars 
have faid, that all was full of Gods; 
and indeed Plato Rath it in his Epiz. 
This Doétrine of One God, who moves 
all Things by Him(elf, and without. 
Help, is taught alfo by Ariffotle’s Na- 
tural Philofophy. It is true, that in his 
Metaphyfick he allows to each Heaven 

a feparate Subftance, unmoveable, which . 

- gives Motion tothe-Orb. But.in the fe- » 
cond Book:of Heaven, A. 12. he affirms, 
That Heaven moves of it felf, as an 
Animal, and attributes a Soul to its 
which his ancient Greek, Arabian, and 
Latin ‘Intetpreters have called a rea- 
fonable Soul ;-fo:that it is not eafy to 
know Ariftetle’s particular Opinion ; 
| ‘However, hear» what he faith, lab. 2. 
‘Metaph.c. 8.“ Tt hath -been taught by 
our Predeceffors,. even the moft an- 
© cient, that the Planets are Gods, ore. 
“TE any Man,’ (excepting him who is 
“© the ‘only firft) takes up this Senti- 
“ment that the Ancients beliey’d that 
“E32 ae the 
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* the firft Subftances were as Gods, he will 
ee * judge that this was a faid. 


Let every Man feflec& on ‘this Place, 
that will not believe, that any among 
the Heathen was fimple enough to think — 
that the Planets were Gods ;_ or that Fa- 
piter, Mars, &c. had their Abode affign’d- 
them in the Planets that bear their Names; 
and which have it, faith he, “ only be: 
“ caufe they believ'd that thofe Gods had 
“ particular Dominion upon the Influencé 
“ of thofe Planets. I remember not 
to have read of this Notion any where; 
there is fomething that comes near it, 
in the divers Sentiments of Philofophers, — 
mention’d by Cicero upon this Subject, 
in his Book De Natura Deorums but 
{ have found in the firft Book, that 
feveral Philofophers believ’d that the 
Planets were Gods. Plato in his Epz- 
yomis, teaches-that they are animated © 
Bodies, which muft be ador’d as Gods: 
and in Crytulas he fays, that thofe Gods — 
are called ey, /becaufe they run con- 
tinually. | ‘The Poets have declared; 
si Be en ya ee (4) that 


(a) that Apollo was in the Sun, asin aChariots 
which he guided, Diana likewt[e in the 
Moon, &c. Apuleius, in the Book 
which he writ of Plato’s Principles, and 
of Socrates his God, doth divide the 
celeftial Gods into vifible and invifible ; 
and faith, that the vifible ones are the 
Lights of the World, the Sun, the 
Moon, andthe Stars. sit 


But let us return to <Aviffotle, and I 
find that in his Time Men became 
Gods; he doth not declare his own O- 
pinion of the Matter, but here is what 
he faith, “If Men become Gods, as they 
“ hold, becaufe of the Excellencies of 


“ their Vertues, the Habie of their 


& Mind, muft neceflarily be contrary 
“« to a brutifh Habit. In one Word, 
in the 7th B. De Reipab. he tells us, 
That the Gods muft be honour’d by 


the People, and that the Service to be | 


(a) Vofiius de Idol. 6, 2. cap. 30,31. Deos Coelites | 


partim vifu ufurpamus, alios intelle@uveftigamus : ac vifu 
quidem cernimus vos 6 clariflima mundi lumina, labentem 
coelo qux ducitis annum: De Deo Socratis. - 


per- 
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perforin’d for them, ought to be com- 


mitted to the oldeft Men, who have 


= 


need of Reft. But ifall this was taught, 
and after this Manner, by the Perdpate- 
sicks in St. Paul’s Time, thofe Philofe- 
pliers did not hold an Opinion contrary 


~ to the common People, who believed 


that the Demons were'dead Men, which 
became the Obje&t of the Adoration of 
the Living. 


As for tlie Sroicks, 1 confefs that they 
acknowlidg’d ‘not the Mediation of Dx- 
mons, ‘fince they believ’d that the ‘Su. 
pieme God was the World; and that’ 
all the Gods Worfhipp’d ‘under 'feveral 


"Nimesiwere'dnly the feveralParts of the 


World, whic were all ‘Animated ‘by, 
and ‘Partakers of the Divinity af the 
whole, Cicero de Nat. libr. \¥, 2+ Mm 3. 


‘But you know that this Opinion was not 
‘receiv’d among the People that worfhip’d 


the Celeftial Gods, and Demons Me- 


‘diators “betwixt the ~Geds and Men ; 
‘nor: by the wife Men, who did own. 
‘one Sovereign God, Maker and Matter. 
‘of the World, and raisd up above the 


.* 


of Spiniie. 


Heavens. (2) God, faith Trifmeciftus is 


_ Afclepio, lifted ap above the top of the 
bigheft Meaven, is every where, takes Notice 


of all Things : for beyond Heaven there is - 
a Place without Stars, feperated from al 
Corporeal Things. God, faith Ariftotle, hath : 


the firft and the hichef Seat. 


As for. what is faid of Socrates, That his 
Notions mere conformable to thofe of C briftians, 
efpecially about Providence, 1 have read 
© what Xezophou relates in lib..1. and 4. of 
memorable Things, and have found their 
Philofopby intangled with Pagaz Errors ; 


but I met with no Chriftianity there. - 


He {peaks almoft every. where of Gods, 
in the Plural Number, and fometimes 


calls them Demons: at the latter end — 


_ of the ath Book, he faith, That a Demon 
whom. he calls God, hindred him from an- 
fwering his Fudges. Whereupon both 
Apuleius and Plutarch have written each 
of them.a Treatife ; the former of the 


oe 


(a) See Balzac’s Antiquities of the Chriftian Religion, or 
_ fourth Defence, | 
, God : 


= 
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God, and the latter of the Demon of 
Socrates; or as Amiot tranflates it, Con- 
cerning the Familiar Spirit of Socrates 5 
and both do affert, that this God of So- 
crates was a Demon; that is,. one of 
thofe lefler Gods, which were below 
and inferior to the great Gods. And 
will any Man think what Socrates fays, 
Lib. 4. That the Gods muft be honour’d after 
the Manner of the Country where we are ; 
doth favour much of Chriftianity. Ex- 
amine in the fame Book, his Converfa- 
tion with Theodora, and what Xenophon 
faith of him in his Banquet; and I af- 
fure my felf that Erafmus himfelf would 
not cry out, O Saint Socrates, pray for us! 
The wife Heathen themfelves were not 
pleafed with the Difcourfes of Socrates, 
touching the Divinity. They have ta- 
ken Notice, that he called the Sun 
God, and the Spirit of Man; and that 
he fpake fometimes as if there had been 
many (b). His Death was honourable 
to him, and made himbe looked upon as 


(8) Cicero de Nat. D, lib, 1, Arnob, lib. 8. 
a Mar- © 


nem 
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A Martyr, for having true Sentiments 
of the Divinity: But the Truth is, that 
he had no fettled Notions of God, and 
that he was put to Death merely for 
doubting of, and eppofing the common 
‘Opinion the others had of the Gods, 
which were eftablifhed by Authority. 
"The Fathers have fhew’d that they have 
had no high Efteem for him: And he 
that called him the Athenian Buffoon (as 
indeed Irony was his beloved Figure) 
was not minded to propofe him as an 
Example to Chriftians. What St. Az- 
fiia relates of him, De Confenfu Ev. c. 18. 
That every God is to be ferved after that 
Manner that himfelf hath ordained; doth 
fhew, that even an Heathen is fo keep 
the Orders of the Divinity which is ten: 
dered to him; but it juftifies alfo, thae 
this wife Man was never enlightned with 
the right Knowledge of that One only 
God, who hath reveal’d himfelf. to 
Man by his Word. However, Socrate’s 
Opinion was not the common Opinion of 
the Heathen; which we are now dif= 
courfing of ; for Xenophon, lib. 1. Ref: 
Mem. tells us, ‘That this Philofopher be: 
ie; F liewed 
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lieved: that.the:Gods did take care of Hu= 
mane. Affairs. after another en than 
pee abd imag tine. 


LLL LAID | 


OF the Places where rhofe e 
Demons inhabited who 
were. made Gods; and 
of CoVras Opinion. 


HAT is faid, that Merit had 
LY raifed up:  Eiraites’ ‘Liber, &c.) to 
Belvo feems to contradiGt what is af& 

firm’d, that Demons dwell only in -the Air: 
We have faid indeed, that the Demons 
Mediators betwixt the Godsand Men, did 
dwell in the Air. St. Aaftin-tells us, That 
it wasthe Opinion-of the Heathens, De 
Civ. 1 Bic, 18, 24, 220 & lib g. 0-82. 
for givingap Account of their Dottrine, 
he faith, “© The Gods do hold the high- 
“eft Place, Men the:loweft, and De 
.mons. the.middle; for the. Habitatt- 
‘on. of the Gods is in Heaven, that 
66 ‘ of 


6 of Men. upon: Earth, and the Air is. 
«“ that of Demons.” <Apaletas, De D. S. 
faith, “ That'the Demons. are. betwixt 
_« Heaven and Earth,, in that. Place of | 
& Air that is, betwixt them. But this 
fehl where the Demons dwell, isnot 
if: phe. neareft. to. :the-Harth ; for as A- 
& ‘puleias hath, it,.the, Dials are’ above 
fin, tage inane fsthere, that ‘is, 
“vim the deat: of a.pure,,Hiren; why 
“ fhould the Airy alone,.among the \E- 
“ Iements, the\Air,..;which. inclofes,. be 
#“ left a Wildernefs by Nature, and:de- 
“ ftitute of Animals fic to.cultivate the 
“ fame? Bor what fome fay,, that Birds 
“« -are. the Animals of the, Air,.cannot 
& be. true + Ehere is no Bird ddascfiies 
« higher than:the top of Obmpusy which 
“ is but few Furlongs eminent above 
“the Earth ; What {hall become. then 
“of that great Space of the Air, which 
“ reaches from the Moon to the top of 

£ Objmpas ? Shall that be deftitute of 

‘+ Animals? Shall that Part ‘of Nature 
be dead and of no ufe 2? Confideriit 
“ well: Birds cannot be efteémed but 
4s : terreltrial Creatures, they fetch their 
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© Food from the Earth, there they 
“ make their Reft- when they aré 
* weary ; and the Air which they beat 
with their Wings in flying, is only 
“ this loweft Air, near the Earth, 
 Reafon therefore will have us con- 
© ceive, that what is truly the Air, 
“ hath alfo its proper Animals.” By 
all thefe Reafons he affirms, that the 
Demons are the Inhabitants of this 
Air above Olympus. It is alfo the Sen- 
timent Of Hermes in Afclepio; “1 f{peak, 
« faith he, of the Demons which I 
“ beliéve ‘do dwell with us, and of 
« thofe airy ones, which dwell in the 
« pureft Part of the Air, above us and 
¢¢ our Earth; where arifes no Fog,and no 
é Difturbance.” As for that Part of the 
“Air neareft to the Earth, Hermes thidks 
it to be the Place of ‘Ke Damned, fot 
lie faith, “ When the Soul is feparated 
« from the Body, the great Demon exa- 
‘ mines the Merits thereof ; if it be 
* adorned with Piety and Joftice, it is 
«¢ permitted to go into convenient Pla- 
‘ces ; but if he finds it polluted with 
¢ Sins, and covered with Vices, he 
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§¢ throws it down into low Places, and ~ 
6 expoes it to Storms and Whirl- 
« winds in the Air, to Water and 
¢¢ Fire, which do often fight together, 
& and fo being always agitated with 
“ continual Pains, it is tofled, without 
“ ceafing, betwixt Heaven and Earth, 
s¢ by the Waves of the World. Mark 
well thefe Storms and Hurricanes betwixt 
Heaven and Earth; for, to my thinking, 
this clearly reaches us, that Heaven, to 
the which thefe Heroes were raifed up, 
is that Space of the Air above the Clouds 
where are no Commotions, and which 
fhould be that convenient Place for righ- 
teous Souls, 


However, I have fufficiently fhew’d, 
that according to the moft conftane, 
and common Do€trine of the Heathen, 
the Mediator Demons, are the Souls of 
dead Men, who lived virtuoully, and 
whofe conftant Abode is in the hisheft 
and pureft Part of the Air, whence 1 they 
come down to Men, and go up to the 
Gods: If Ihave faidthat Herculus, Liber, 
orc. were raifed up to Heaven by their 
4 Merits, 


“\ 
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Merits, ‘that owas the Opinion’ of: the 
Heathen, ’as itis'exprefs’d in the Laws 
of the twelve Tables. (2) We mutt fay 
therefore, that the Heaven whereinto 
thefe were admitted after Death, was ° 
the higheft- anid pureft Part of the°Air, 


which is often called Heaven, and where 
do dwell ‘thofe “Souls which ‘became 


Demons yorelfe we mukt fay with Plucarch, 
that Fer ces: Leber, Oe. were turned 
from Demons into-Gods, and confequente 
ly alfo raifed up from the Air into Hea- 
WHE “AS indeed Hefiodus his. Opinion, 
as Plutarch ithenes, in his “Treatrfe of 
The Oracles that are ‘ceav'd, was that the 
Souls: of Virtuous Men, were changed 
into Heroes, or Demi-Gods : that after- 
wards they became Deméas, that at 
att, being well purified by Vertiie, they 

vere made Gods, except thole that died 
1 Bie and fi ut as were again entang- 
jed with mottal Bodies. « This 


(a) Cicero, Lib. 1, Legum. Scparatim nemque “habeffit | 
TDeos five novos, fed snec\advenas, nice publice aflitos: Ritus 
familia, patramque. fervanto. Divos, & eos qui celefes 
femper habiti fant colunto. Et illos quos in ccelum merita 
vocaverint. Hereulem, Liberum, Aif{culapium, Caftorem; 
pollucem, Quirinum, Deorum, Manuum jura fanéta funte 
Hos Letho datos Dives habento. ae et 
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“This proves that; the- very deleftial 
Gods, whom the greateft part worfhip’d) 
had been Men as well as the Demons, 
and that St. 4affin was.in the lett 
De Civ. Dl. 8. ¢. 26. when he faid, 
That the whole Religion of the Haithien 
confifted in’ the Worlbip of dead Men: 
That which he proves by the-Autho- 
rity of Varro and Tri[megiftus, Twill add 
to what he fays, that the Genealogy 
of the Gods and their Actions, fet forth 
by the Poets, and particularly by Hefio-~ 
dus, as-alfo written in- Profe, and feri- 
oully related by Apollodorus, as true Hix 
ftories, could not beget any other Sen- 
timent in the People than this, That 
the Gods;. whom they ferved, had been 
Men. They-could not but be confirmed 
in this Opinion, by the Apotheofes, when 
they faw. that publick Authority- did 
from time to time canonize, and. fet in 
the Number of the Gods, fome Men, 
whom they-had feen to die. The-Civil 
Magiftrate, and both the high and or- 
dinary Priefs did unanimoufly labour to 
maintain the Vulgar in the fame O- 

pinion, 


Co 8 A TREA A SE 
pinion, their Defign being to have the 
higheft Honours rendred after Death 
to them, who had beft ferved the State, 
whether in War, or in Peace; ion 
keep the People in Awe, by the Fear 
of that Divine Power, which thofe 
were rais’d up to in Heaven, to whom 
they had yielded Obedience upon Earth. 
This appears particularly by Plato’s 
Books, De Republica. “The Priefis were 
taken from among the Heads of the 
People, who could bear no longer the 
Burden of the Civil Wars ; or whom 
they thought fit to make the Heads of 
Religion, for the Good of the State. _ 


As for the private Notions they 
might have in their Souls concerning 
the Divinities they ador’d, and theit 
Worfhip, we may judge of them by 
the Difcourfe of one of their High-Priefts; 
Cotta in Cicero, De Nat. D. 3. © 1 
‘have been fenfibly touched, Balbuss 
¢ with your Exhortation, to remember 
‘ that I am Cotta, and a High-Prieft 5 
¢ I perceive that the Meaning is, that | 
¢ IT ought to defend the Dodtrine we 

* have 
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have receiv’d from our Anceftors, 
concerning the immortal Gods, and 
maintain the Sacrifices, Ceremonies: 
and Religion, that’s my Defign, and 
I did it always; and all the Difcourfe, 
whether of the Learned, or of the’ 
Ignorant, cannot take from me that’ 
Opinion I receiv’d from my Anceftors 
touching the Worfhip of the Celeftia!. 
Gods; but in the Cafe of Religion 
I confult with the High-Prietts that 
went before me, and not with the 
old Philofophers. I give more Credit 
to the Divine Lelias, than to the moft 
learned Stoicks inthe World. All: the 
Religion of the People of Rome con- 
fiftsinthe Sacrifices and Divinations: 
to which I may add the Predictions and 
Augures, whereof we are warned by 
the Interpreteis of the Sydz/s, and by 
the Harifpices. of Prognofticators. Lhold - 
that none of thefe Devotions is to be 
defpifed : and I am fure that the 


Foundations of our State were lay’d 
upon the Prognoftciations of Romulus, 
and upon the Ceremonies inftituted 


by Numa. "This is what Cotta beliew’d, 
G ‘ and 
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‘and what the High-Prieft ought to 
‘ believe: And now tell me yourThoughts 
for I am to learn of you, who are as 
Philofopher,the Reafon of our Religion. 
¢ But Tam to believe it upon the Au- 
¢-chority of ourAnceftors,tho’ no Reafon 
‘cof it were given me. Balbws having 
¢ asked him what he would have? he 
anfwered him thus, § The firft Thing 
* is, that tho’ all Men (except thofe that 
¢ are altogether ungodly) doagree that 
* there are Gods, and nothing can per- 
* fwade me of the come yet 1 be- 
‘ lieve it merely upon the Authoriny 
of the Ancients, and you give me no 
¢ Reafon why it fhould be believ’d. 
And a little after, ‘ Becaufe you judged 
¢ not that this Truth was as plain as you~ 
¢defir’d it fhould be, you would prove 
¢ by feveral Arguments, thar there were 
‘ Gods: as for me, it is fufficient that’ 
“the Ancients have convey’d it to ws 
‘ by Tradition; but you defpife Authors: 
‘ and will difpute by Reafon ; Give leave 
therefore tomy Reafon to difpute with 
‘ yours.” After this he maintains by 
Reafon the Athe:ficalPart which he fays 
he. 
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he did renounce to a9 to the Habita- 
tion of his Anceftors, and out of Refpect 
to their Authority. And what think 
younow? Doth not he, who calls him 
felf the High-Prieft among Chriftians, 
make good ufe of Heathenith Principels ? 

Do ye not think, that thofe who would 

have us believe che Trinity, and other 

Miyfteries of our Holy Religion, and the 

Divinicy of the Holy Scriptu re, upon 

none os Ground’ than betaufe'all chat 

was beliew’d by them that went before 

us, or upon the Authority of che Church, 

or of other Leaders, that they have not 

profited little by Corta’s Inftructions. 
But are you not grieved to fee*the 
Truths of Chriflianity treated at no bet- 
ter Rate than’ were the: Fables of the 

Heathenifh>. Worfhip: Do you not Judge 
then, that thefe, whio fo plainly declare 
thar they ftand to Chris: Religion only 
upon: Men’s: Authority, have noe in 
their Hearts better Notions of it than 
Cotta> had of that of his: falfe Gods’: 
It is apparent enough; that they 
who fo highly affert their Authority, 
of being the ‘only Guides in Matters of 
G 2 Religion, 
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Religion, have the fame Defign with thé 
High-Prieft, in Cicero’s Time. This is 
the only thing they aim at, to Main- 
tain the ignorant People in their 
Opinion, and in the Pradtice of thofe 
Ceremonies already receiv'd, but ne- 
ver to permit them to examine the 
Dotirine, enquire after the Truth, and 
reform and reCtify their Sentiments, 
Socrates was put to Death for offering 
at it, and the Maxim that caus’d it 
did not die with him ; Plato profited 
by his Example, and taught Cotta what 
we have heard of him : for he fpeaks 
thus, Jib. legum 11. “1 have faid that 
“ the Souls of the Dead have fome 
“ Power, whereby they take care of 
‘‘ humane Affairs; that is true, . and 
“¢ much might be faid on that Subject: 
‘¢ wherefore, unlefs Men were out of 
¢ their Senfes, they muft believe upon 
“ the Account of the Ancients and 
«¢ commonly receiv’d Tradition, and 
“-the Authority of the Law-givers that 
“« have ordained it, 


ee 
Of 


Oran. 
RE RRR ARR OR ARR SR SR ORON ROR BROAN ROR EBL n 


Of the Wor|bip both of the 
Gods and Demons. 


INCE we ate entred upon the 
Subject of Demons become Gods, 

we muft not leave it without fome 
Refletions upon what Plataych fays, 
That their Worfbip was a mixt Worfbip of 
that of the Gods, and_of that of Daemons : 
which clearly difcovers that there was a — 
Difference, at leaft, according to the 
Philofophers Opinion, betwixt the Wor- 
fhip peculiar to the celeftial Gods, and 
that which belonged to Dare as 
indeed Ti rifmegiflus, fo often quoted by 
St. Auftin, faith in Afclepio, “ That 
“ Heaven and the celeftial Gods were 
 pleas’d in receiving the Admirations, 
Praifes, and Obedience of Men; where- 
upon he makes a large Commentary, 
“and then ends with thefe Words.: 
To Honour the Divinity. with Sim- 
“* plicity 
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6c pliciey of Spirit, and a pure Heart, 
“ to reverence his Works, and give 
“¢ Thanks to his Will, which alone is 
“ good; this is true Philofophy, which 
- Bis. pollused by no troublefome Cu- 
“ riofity.” At the latter end_he falls 


to Prayer, and Afclepivs having whi. 


{per’d to him, that to-his Prayers fhould 
Be added’ offering of Incenfe and other 
Perfumes, he grows angry, and’ anfwers 
thus, “* Ajclepius, you ought to have 
“© better Thoughts ; it'is'a kind of Sa. 
“- criledge to. cen inca. to any thing 
“elle but God; when we- pray, nos 
: thing is wanding to.him, who him- 
@ felfis all Things ; but we worfhip-by 

“ siving of Thanks; the high Incenfe 
“: which God requiresis, that Mitt fhould! 


“sive him Thanks.” I thinle to fee: : 


by this, the Difference betwixt the Wore 


— fhip of the Gods and that of Demons: — 
which muft’ be this, That the Worfhip | 


~ afthe Gods muft be fpiritual, and con-_ 


fifted' in. holy Meditations, the Affé&tion 


of the Heart, giving of Thanks, and 


Obedience; and that of Demons, was 


all that- Pomp of Ceremonies, and of. 


fering | 
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fering of Sacrifices: As indeed as to 
Temples, Trifmecifius faith “ That as 
“ the Supreme God, the Lord and 
“ Father, hath made the celeftial 
“ Gods ; fo Man hath made the Gods 
“ that are in. Chutches. And what 
follows clearly fhews, that his Notion 
was, that the Gods made by Men, 
were truly Gods, made up (faith he) 
of the Divine Nature, and of the Matter 
that was found among Men. It is true 
as it is added, that Men cannot create 
Souls, but they call in the Souls of Demons, 
or of Angels, Apuleius {peaking of Dx- 
mons of the fecond Order, which had 
been Men, faith likewife, “That they 
% were called Gods, who having led a 
wife and juft Courfe of Life, were 
“ honoured by Men, who confecrated 
“ Temples unto them, and appointed 
“ Ceremonies for their Worfhip; and 
'™ by thefe own’d them for Divinities. 
‘Wherefore it is manifeft, that Philo- 
fophers believed that Churches weré 
confecrated only to Demons that had 
been Men. ‘hey had the fame No. 
tion of Images, Tri/megiftus faith, That 
Mex 
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Men having invented the Art of making 
Gods, did call in Invocation the Souts 
of Demons, to put them into thofe holy 
Imazies, and that by this Means the Idols, 
Idola, have Power to do Good or Evil. 
~ Note that in this Place, Idol and Image’ 
are the fame thing. .As for the Sa-, 
crifices and Ceremonies, we have feen 
that Apuleius reckons them among 
the Honours rendred to Demons of 
the fecond Order, that is, which had 
been Men. He doth not tell us with 
what Form of Worfhip the others mutt. 
be ferved, tho’ he declares that they 
afe religioufly to be honour’d. Hear 
how how he fpeaks of what-is due to 
the Celeftial Gods and to Daemons; 
«© All the Celeftial Gods do always en- 
¢ joy the fame eternal Equality, the 
“ fame Temper of Spirit, which never 
— exceeds its Bounds, either towards 
“ Grief or Pleafure: God cannot be 
“ fubje&t to any Commotion, either of 
“ Action or. of Love; he can neither 
“ be .tranfported with Anger, nor. 
“ moved with Pity; he is freed from 
¢ all Pafions, ne can neither mourn 
“ noc 
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© nor rejoyce, oc. But all thefe, and all 
“ things of this kind belong to De: 
_ mons, who are in a middle Ele. 
yation ; they are as we, capable of 
“ being provok’d and appeas’d ; they 
e caD be angry and compaflionate ; Meri 
_“ may obtain their Favour by Offerings, 
© fotten them by Prayers, and provoke 
“ them by Injuries, Gc. And for this 
“ Reafon, we areto receive with Faith 
“ the divers Obfervations of Religion; 
“ the Devotions of facred Ceremonies 
“© and Sacrifices. “The Meaning is, that 
if Men had refpeét only to “the Ce. 
leftial:Gods, who can be fenfible of 
nothing, there would be no need of all 
the Cer emonies of Religion; they fhould 
be honour’d, according to THiliieeifiuss 
Opinion, by pure Obedience and Thank 
giving : But that by reafon ofthe Varie- i 
ty, which the Demons are capable of» 
all thofe Religious Ceremonies muft be 
obferved, whereby Men do endeavour, 
either to appeafe them, or to get Fa- | 
vours from them. Whereupon it fhould 
be noted, that thé Celeftial Gods, who 
were Demons before, having not quite 
pue 
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put off their Nature and former Af- 
fe€tions, were, according to Plutarch’s 
Opinion, to be ferved both as Gods and 
as Demons, that is with a mixt Wor- 
fhip, honouring them with Hymn, 
and Praifes, as Plato teaches ; it is like. 
wife requifite to build them. Temples, 
to. offer Sacrifices to them to pleafe 
them, to keep clofé to the Ceremonial Ob- 
fervations of Religion, as it is pra@ti- 
fed inthe Worfhip of Demons. . Seeing 
therefore, that the Multitude of Gods 

which the Heathen worfhip’d in their 
Images, with Sacrifices. and other Religi- 
ous Services, were either Demons Me- 
diators, or. Demons: raifed up to Hea. 
ven, and all fuch Gods as. had been Men, 
as appears, by the Hiftories of their Lives, 
and..of their Tranflations: It follows, 
that: all the Religion of the Heathen 
confifted in the Worfhip of Dead Men; 
and that St. Pawl was in the right 
when he faid, That what the Heathen 
offered, they offered it to Demons ; 
for thus it thould be tranflated, and 
not to. Devils. 
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Of that. Place of Scrip- 
ture, 1 Gore: Xi.920: 
What the Heathen of- 
fer, they ae 4 to 
Devz!s. 


HIS plate of Holy Wet being 
_ ill tranflated sin our vulgar 
Tongue, fhould be here well reflected 
upon, "A Odes te "Jon Aammeriors Sée 8 gooey’, fOr 
it fhould be rendred, to Demons, not 
to Devils ; for the Apoftle {peaks of the 
Object of the Heathenith Worthip, and 
according to the Notions ofthe Heathen, 
fince he gives it the fame Name which 
they did, this is very remarkable: If Re- 
fle@ion be inade upon the Hebrew Word, 
which the Septuagint have tranflated De. 
mons, for the Words of St. Paul, in this 
Place, do alludeto thofe, Deut. 32. 17. 
where Mofes fpeaking of the Sacrifices 
tik: H 2 which 
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which the Children of I/rael offer’d to the 
Gods of Moab and of Midian, faith (according 
to the Tranflation of the Septuagint of 
the Vulgate, and of Tremelius) They offered 
‘to Demons, not to Gods : We tranflated, - 
They offered to Idols that are no Gods. The 
Tranflation of the Seventy, which St, 
Paal follow’d, doth Anfwer the Hebrew 
Text, better than the other: Sched, which 
both the Seventy and St. Pal, have 
tranflated Demons, hath great Affinity — 
with the Word Scaddai, one of the 
Names. which the holy Language gives. 
to God alone, to fignify that "God a- 
lone is” ‘fafficient to Himfelf, andto all - 
Things befides. The Septwasint have 
tranflated Sched twenty Times by the 
Word Vafos, which fignifies a Woman’s 
Breft that affords fufficient Nourifhment 
for young Childrens but they have re- 
der’d it but twice by the word Demozs, 
uz. Deut. 32. 17. and Pf. 106. 37. the 
only Places wherein it is ufed to fignify 
a Form of unlawful Worfhip. My Ob- 
fervation is this, that the word Sched. 
anfwers well to that of Demos) 
which without doubt was an Honoura. 


ble. | 
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ble Nadie given to the Object ofreli- 
gious Worfhip by the Neighbouring 
Nations, and particularly the py Wa 
whofe Language had much Affinity 
with the Hebrew, as the Grecians gave 
the Name of Demons to them, whom. 
they moft conftantly ador’d. What 
I infer from it is, that it clearly ap-— 
pears that the Apoftle doth here fet 
forth the Doétrine of the Heathen, ac- 
cording to their own Notions, and 
the Confeffions of their wifeft Philofo- 
phers, viz. that what they offered, _ they 
offered it to Demons ;and withal to teach 
Chriftians, who were not Ignorant what 
‘Things God had for merly condemned, 
and might very weil be fenfible of the 
Soreagth of his Allufion, that fuch 
Worfhip could but be very difpleafing | 
to God: whence it follows, that they , 
were by no Means to partake of the 
Heathenith Sacrifices, fince by the Confef- 
fion of thofe that offer’d them, they were 
offered to Demons, and were the fame 
Things which the Children of I/rael 
having facrificed unto, under fuch Name 
as was not lef Honourable than that 
| . of 
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of Damons, had | notwithftanding high- 
ly provoked God. By this St.. Paul 
hath taught us thefe two Things in 
general, x. That the Heathen com- 
mitted Sin in offering Sacrifices to any 
but God. 2. That Chriftians fhould have 
nothing to do with any religious Wor- 
fhip, which does not directly and imme- 
diately relate to God, and to him alone; 
notwithftanding all the Reafons which 
Men may pretend to the contrary, and 
the fine Names they will give to thofe 
Obje&s which ne worthip after this 
_ manner 
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of ae firf pps: | 
ment of the Law. 


Te E foregoing Doéttine is taught 
us by the firft Commandment of 
the Law; Thou (ball have none other God, 
er Gods before, or upon my Face, Two: 
things ihould here be taken notice. of 1. : 
That > 
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That tho’ there is no other God but 
one, and that an Idol is nothing in 
World ; yet whatfoever Men fet up 
as an Objet of religious Worfhip, is 
termed God in holy Scripture, becaufe 
it is fubftituted and placed in the room 
ofthe true and only God, who ought to 
be the fole Object of Religion. 2. Theother 
is, that in this Precept God fpeaks to 
‘Men that own him as God, and pro- 
fefs to worfhip him: He doth not 
forbid they fhould deny him, that they 
fhould go and ferve other Gods; but 
he forbids particularly, they fhould 
ferve any other in his Prefence, or with 
him; thofe that are guilty of the for- 
mer do caft God behind their Backs, 
Rom. 14.9. but they that commit the 
‘the latter Crime, do ftill pretend to 
ftand in God’s Prefence; their Sin is; 
that they will have other Ob- 
je&ts of their Devotion, before, befides 
-and with him, Ezek. 23, Be. The Terms 
of the Commandment feems to point 
at thofe who place certain Objes of 
their Devotion betwixt God and: them- 
elves, and as before, or upon God’s 
Face 
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Face, to cover the dreadful Mayjelty 
- thereof, that they may approach ic with 
le{s Fear. It may be faid here, that as un. 
der the Law the Face of God was the 
Ark towards which they worfhip'd, was 
the only Symbole of God’s Prafenine. and 
asa Means to draw near unto him: and 
~ thatasunder the Law God would not that 
c his People fhould have any other Obje&t of 
their Devotion; but Himfelf, who fpake 
to them out of the Ark, nor contrive 
any other Way. of drawing nigh 
to him, nor fancy any other Token “of 
his Prefence with them: So under the 
Gofpel he will have no Chriftians to ac- 
knowledge none ozher Obje& of their 
religious Services, than - God wha 
manifelted himfelf in 9fefus Chrift, the 
* only Mediator betwixt God and Men, 
nor feek after any other Means of ob. 
taining his Grace and Favours, than the 
fame oft Chrift. Difobedience to this 
Law, is the Error which St. Paul pro- 
phefied fhould. prove the great Unhap- 
pinefs of the Chriftian Church, when he 
faith, That fome {ball fall away from the 
Faith, giving up themfelves to feducing 
Spirits and Dottrines of Demons. OF 
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Of the Words Demon and 
Devil, and of the re- 
markable Difference be- 
rwixt thofetwo Names ; 
and of Sepulchres and 
Relicks. : 


EARTHY is it fay’d that the Name 
(% of Demon is lefs fearful than 
that of Devil, feeing that Mr. Daizlle 
obferves, that it is always ufed to fig- 
nify an evil Thing in the Tracflation 
of the Septudgints ;and that in the Book 
of the Ads it is uled otherwife but in 
one Place, and that with refpe@ to the’ 
wrong Judgment which the Heathen 
made of it? To this will be anfwer'd, 
that the Word Demoz hathalways form- 
ed inthe Mind of Chriftians the Idea 
of an Evil Thing, as reprefenting to 
them either the Obje& of abominable 
< | i Idolatry) — 
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. Idolatry, or thofe Evil Spirits that are 


conftantly called by this Name, as Origen 
obferves, Lib. 5. ag. Celfus. It fignifies 
always the one or the other of thefe 
Things in the New Teftament, even 
Ais 17..18. In the Tranflation of the 
Seventy, it is ufed fix or feven times 
to the fame Purpofe: we have already 
feen two Places where it expounds a 
Word fignifying a forbidden Wor fhip, 
P/. 96, 5. It fhews the Signification of 


the Word Elilim, which we tranflate © 


Tdols, and Iz. 56. 44. to expound the 


Word Gad, which we tender the Hoft 
of Heaven ; in both which Places, men- 
tion is made of falfe Divinities. Be- 
fide thefe, the Seventy likewife uled 
the Word Demon, to explain the Hebrew 
Word Sebbirim, Ifa 13. 21. which we 
tranflate Bugbears, and it fignifies a kind 
of Wild Beaft or Night Bird, apt to 
fright Folks, and which were to thelter 


themfelves in the Ruins of Babylon, 


after it was deftroy’d; and dae he ae, 
to expound the Word Tiijim, which ficni- 


fies the Wild Beafts Which were to | 


l¢pair to ‘the Ruins Of Bofra. The 


molt} 
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- moft conftant Ufe of the Word Demon, 
_hath been to reprefent thofe Animals of 
a Middle Nature, betwixt God and Man, 
which we call Avels, and were fo 
named by the Heathen themfelves in 
Afclepio. Chriftians have called Evil 
Angels Demons, and to the good they 
have given the Name of Angels only. 
Thofe among the Heathen, “who ace 
knowledged Evil Demons, called them- 
felves Pe eicia. and mifchievous An- 
gels; but with them the Name of De- 
mon was conftantly an honourable 
Name, which they gave to the Nobleft 
ObjeGis of their religious Worfhip: 
whenfoever the Scripture makes ufe of 
it to exprefs an Object of Religion, it 
always intimates a falfe Object, and 
Chriftians look upon it with Abhor- 
rence; but the Heathen notwithftanding, 
have taken this Name, in their Senfe,. 
for the Name of a Thing worthy of 
their Veneration, fo that when in 
Scripture it fignifies an Object of A- 
doration, it is taken in bonum partem, 
for a Venerable Name, with refpect 
to the Judgmene that the Heathen 
I 2 made 


68 a FEES vee 


made of it; but it founds iff in the 
Ears of Chriftians. It is not only Ads 
37. that ic is ufed to fignify a good 
Thing, but alfo 3 Cor. 10. and it 
cannot be taken in another, Rev. 9. 

20. according to the Notion of the 
Worhhippers there fpoken of, tho’ we 
tranflate it by the Word Devils, ac- 
cording to our Notion. I fay therefore, 
that the Word Demon doth reprefent 
to Chriftians none but odious Objets ; 
yet it could not, at leaft in St. Paul’s 
Time, infpire fo great an Horror asthat 
of Devils ; for, obferve in the firft Place, 

that in the Greek Tongue, then fookert- 
every where, and underftood by every 
Body, the Word Demon fignifies Lear= 
70d, whereas Devil fignifies a falfe Ac- 
cufer. Secondly, none ever imagined 
that the Word Devi fignified any thing 
that was good: but the Name Demoz 
was efteem’d by moft as very Venerable, 
in a conftant Converfation among Men ; 

and ufing,as they do, fome Words which 
they diflike not, leffens very much 
the Averfion we might otherwife have 
for them, tho’ at this time we do not 
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diftinguifhthem, and .we look upon the 
Names of Devils and Daemons to be 
Synonymous, tho’ the one comes.out eafier 
than the other: we obferve likewife in 
reading the Holy Scripture, that the 
Word Devil is always without any Ti- 
tle or Adjun&, which can intimate any 
difference between the Things to which. 
this Name is given; but the Name De- 
mon is fometimes ufed with Diftinction, 
which implies that this Name may be 
eiven as well to good as to Evil Things, 
as Luke 4. 33. The Spirit of an unclean 
Demon, or as itis in fome Copies, An 
impure Demon. 


Two notable Differences there are be- 
twixt thefe two, firft that the Holy 
Scripture applies the Word Demoz both 
in the Singular and in the Plural Num- 
ber, to the fame Things : But tho’ the 
Word Devils is three times ufed in the 
Plural Number, to fignify fuch Perfons 
as are given to flandeiing, yet never 
but in the Singular to fignify the 
Evil Spirit: ‘This fhews that the Scrip- 
ture will not confound thefe two Names 

' as 


4O A TREATISE 


as we do,and the Things which are 


reprefenttd by them. The frft Place 


‘where we meet with the Word Siataes 
Devil, according to the ~Septaagini’s 
Tranflation; isin the beginning of the 
Book of ‘fob, where we find it twelve 


times in two Chapters, and always ae 


expound the Word Sata, which isthe 
Name of that wicked Spirit that flander‘d 


“fob, and would deftroy him. ‘The firft. 
place in the New Teftament is in St. 


Matthew, when he tempted our Saviour 3 


St. Luke calls the Tempter the Devil, 


and St. Mark names him Satan 5 which 
clearly fhews that he who tempted 
Chrift, is the fame that accufed Job. The 


fame doubtlefs who defired to fift the ~ 


Apoftles as Wheat, who infpir’d “adas 
to be a Traitor, that filled <Avanzas 
and Sapphiral’s UHeart, this is the 
great Dragon, the old Serpent, called 
the Devil ; and Satan the Accufer of 
the peadhivi, the fame that feduced Eve: 


the fame Sataz in Hebrew, and Devil 


according to the Seventy, who with- 
ftood the High-Prieft Jeb fbuah, and who 


is reprefented contending for the Body 
of 
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of Mofes, Fade. 9. from whofe Power 
Men are delivered by the Preaching 
of the Go/pel; in one Word, who had 
the Empire of Death, and whom Chrift 
hath overcome by his Death. This 
Word dae Boros. iS not found in the Greek. 
Fleatheni{o Authors to fignify a Spirit, 
or any other particular Thing: And I 
do not think that the Heathen knew 
this great Accufer, Adverfary, and ge- 
neral Enemy of Mankind, which we- 
call the Devil: They that beliew’d wicked 
Demons, never gave them this Name, | 
neither was it given to that evil God, 
the Author of all Evil, whom fome, tho”. 
but few, did affirm to ftand in oppofi- 
tion to the Almighty and good God, © 
but whom they never look’d upon asan’ 
envious, jealous Spirit, to accufe Men - 
before God, and endeavouring by all 
manner of Ways and Means to deftroy ~ 
them. We have no Knowledge of this - 
Spirit called the Devil, and Satan, but 
Iby the Revelation of God’s Word: it” 
ifhould be obferv’d therefore, that the 
\Holy-Scripture {peaking of Demons, that” 
were the Objeé& of the Heathenith — 
as Worthip, 
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Worfhip, names them often in the 
Plural Number, according to the Notions 
of thofe Idolatrous Nations, but never 
of the Devil, or Satan, the true Caufe 
of Man’s Fall: but as of one to whom 
is attributed the Sedu€tion of the 
World, and of the Nations,. the Ori- 
ginal a Mens Inclinations to do Evils 
and oppofing God’s Grace and Man’s 
Happinels. 


The fecond Difference to be taken 
Motice of is, that the Scripture never 
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gives the Name of Demon to any living. 


Man, but-that of Devil; and Satan to: 


feveral, as to Hadad, 1 Kings 4. 14 


to. Rezov, Ver. 23. 25. to St. Peter, 
Matt. 16. 23..in the fame Senfe. that. 
David called Abifcai by the fame Name, 


2 Sam. 19. 22. thefe- Men”are call ed 


Satan, the Name of the moft fearful and 


cruel Enemy and Adverfary of Mankind’ 


to exprefs’ the greatnefs of the Injury d 
they: offered by their Oppofitions and ~ 
Contradictions. In Sto Joba 6. 70. it. 


is faid of Judas, that he was a Devil, - 


in” 
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in the fae Senfe that this ‘Niinc is 
given to Hammon by the Septuagint, Heft. 
17. 4. and chap. 3- ver. 1. where we 
find the Hebrew Word TIfar, which fig- 
nifies a violent Oppreflor: the Reafon 
of this is, that the Devdl or Satan isa 
real and true Being, and moft wicked 
of all Creatures; and the Holy Scrip. 
ture will have us to underftand that 
ail thofe. are like him to whom it gives 
this Name; whereas the Haan ho- 
nour’d by the Heathen, have no real 
Exiltence, and the Holy Gholt would 
not give > the Names of Things that have 
no Being but in Imagination, to thofe 
Perfons whofe real Qualities were to 
be declar’'d and fet forth. 


I conceive, that it will be obje&ted, 
that the Demons of the Heathen were 
real Things, fince what was worfhip- 
ed under that Name, were the Soul. 
of dead Men, and that fome did alfo 
underftand by the fame Name, them 
th at we call | Agels. To: this l anfwer 
that both Angels is and the Souls of dead 
Men, are indec d real in themfelves, but 
Ix as 
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as to that Mediation, the Knowledge 
of Human Affairs; the Power of com- 
manding, of defending, of communicat. 
ing good thins ¢«. and above all, that 
adorable Divinity attributed to them 
by their Worfhippers, they were nothing 
in truth. St. Paal faith it expreily, 
1. Cor. 84. and Chap. 10. 19. 1 know 
that he fpeaks there of Idols, that is, 
of Images confecreated in the Hea- 
thens Temples, for this is the Meaning 
of the Word Idol, even in Apuleius in 
Afelepieo. But the Apoftle doth not,confider 
thofe Images in themfelves, that either 
in their Matter or Form, for that was 
fomething, but with refpet to what 
they were in the Imagination of I- 
doliters, who believed that they repre- _ 
fented fo many Divinities; that they 
were not fimple Statues, but Images 
full of Spirit, that wrought Wonders, 
and knew Thingstocome, did foretell 
them by Dreams or otherwife, and 
caufed Difeafes to fall upon Men, and 
cured them afterwards: Holy Images, 
into which Men having found the 
Art of making Gods, did introduce 
: ees eae the 
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the Souls of Demous, or Angels: in 
one Word Idols. Idola, which alone had 
the Power of doing Good or Evil. And 


do you not find here all that is faid 


now of the Images of Laaretta, and fe- 
veral other Places. With refpet to 
this, St. Paal faith, that the Idol is xo- 


thing in the World; becaufe that what 


they would have it tobe, is no more | 
than the Vertue afcribed to it; that 
there is no God; but One and what 
the Gentiles did. offer, they offered it 
to Demons, not to God; and Demons 


where nothing but imaginary Divi- 


nities... 


Wie gather from both thefe Differences, 
that tho’ the Heathenifh Opinion con- 
cerning Demons, and that which was 
to be in vogue among Chriftians con- 
formably. thereunto, had the Devil for 
their Author; yet in that Place St. 
Paul’s Meaning is not that they were 
Dottrines of Satav,or of the Devil, of 
whom he makes no mention, nor Doét- 
rines infpired by Devils: there being 
but one only Devil, whom the Apo/fle 

K 2 would 
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would have named in the Singular 
Number, fince he is never fpoken of o- — 
therwife in the whole Bible ; nor yet 
Dottrines fuggefted by Demons, which | 
were nothing: But that they were 
Opinions which Men would hold con- 
‘cerning the Worfhip of Dead Men, an- 
fwerable to them which the Heathen © 
had conceived of their Demons. Many 

Chriftans, faith Vives upon chap. 27. of - 
lib. 8. St. Auft. De Civit. D. “ Do Evil 

«in athing that fhould be Good, they 

« Honour the Saints, both Men and — 
“Women, after the fame manner that 

“ they ferve God: and I perceive’ not 

what may be the Difference in many 

« things betwixt the Opinion they have 

“ of the Saints, and what the Ges-. 
« ¢iles thought of their Gods. 


As touching the Offices attributed 
to Demons, 1 will tell you that they 
are fet forth by Plato, Apuleius, Platarch 
and Celfus, in the forenamed Places, 
and that all thefe Authors do add here 
to the Teftimonies of Hefodus in his 
Poem, whofe Title is, Of the Works of 
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Days. Plato, in lib. Legum 11. afcribes 
to Valcan and Pallas, the Protection of 
the Workmen who labour’d in Things 
pertaining to Life; to Mars and Pallas 
that of Smiths, who made offenfive and 
defenfive Weapons, and fays that one 
God is over one thing, and another over 
another thing. See Arznobius, lib. 3. Vof- 
fius de Idol. Gentium, lib. 1. ¢. 7. The 
Veneration of Sepulchres and Relicks is 
allow’d in the Heathenifh Authors ; 
you will find it. particularly in Jib. 5. 
of Plato’s Re/p. and in Cicer. lib. 2. Legum, 
You may read upon this . Subject: the 
fixth Book of Arnobius. 


that 
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That there is but one 
Devil, or Satan; and 
of the Angels [poken of, 
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| Hat there is but one Devil, feems 
| to be both a bold and falfe Affer- 
tion, fince Scripture {peaks of feveral 
Angels that finned in the beginning, 
and of Angels of Satam;yet the Scripture . 
that tells us-that there is a Devil, or 
Satan, never {peaks but of one only, 
to whom it afcribes the Sedu@ion of 
Man, and all the Malignity tending to 
his Deftruction. I know that the con- 
trary Opinion is the moft common a= 
| mong | 
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mong Chriftians, and I do not look - 
‘upon it as dangerous to condemn them 
that hold it; but I fay, that it doth 
not feem to have any F ondation in 
_God’s Word ; andI believe, they have it 
from fome other Place. 


We have feen that among the Hea- 
then fome believed that there were 
wicked Demows, whom they called Ca- 
codemons, and mifchievous Angels: the 
_ fame Opinion was among the Jews, after 
_ they were divided into feveral Seéts, 
The Saddaces believed neither Refur- 
rection, nor Angels, nor Spirits: But 
the Pharifees, who had better Credit 
with the People, and who did all that 
they could, to deftroy the Saddaces, did 
omit nothing to eftablifh the Opinion 
of Spirits 5 they followd the Notions 
of the Heathen concerning Demons, and 
called Demon and Spirit, every thing 
that difturbed Men in any extrordi- 
nary Manner: The fame Notion ts crept 
in alfo among Chriftians ; and it is com- 
monly believed, that Sata was an Azgel 
of Light ; the chief and head of many 

others, 
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others, whom he drew with him into 
-the fame Rebellion, and doth fill a€t 
againtt Man by his Order. But where - 
is it faid in Scripture, that Satan was an 
Angel, that he was the head of Angels, and 
his Troop follow'd him in his Rebellion? 
It may be they will quote that Place, — 
Rev. 9. 11. where St, Jobe {peaks of 
the Angel of the Bottomlefs Pit. But 
befides that, this Book contains Pro- 
phefies, on which no certain Principle can _ 
be grounded. St. Fobx {fufliciently dif- 
covers in the firft Chapters, that by ~ 
the. Word Azgels he underftandeth Mez 
fent ; and according:to his Interpreta- 
tion, I believe that this Azgel of the 
Abyfs, called in Hebrew Abbadon, and 
in Greek Appollon, is a Man whom 
God hath fent in his Anger to confound 
and deftroy Men. If we confider well 
the a. whereof this Angel of the 
Abyfs is the King, we hall perceive 
without much to do, that it is a Man 
who is the Head of Men, come from 
the Depth of Error and Confufion, to 
torment other Men after a cruel man- 
acer; and | know none with whom this 
| agrees 
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—agreés better than the Head of the 
-Fryars, and of the Inquifition. The An- 
Sels of the Dragon who fought with him, 
-againft Michael and his Angels, Rew. 1 Pig 
are alfo Men; the Minifters of Saran 
that feduce and torment the World, 
they fight againft Jefus Chrift the Head 
of the Church, and againft his ‘Mini-« 
‘fters, and the eternal Fire is prepared 
for them, as well as for him that fent 
them, Mar. 25. 4. That Angel of Sa: 
tan who troubled St, Paal, wasa falfe 
Teacher, an Apoftate that ftuck clofe to 
him, to keep him: from reft; I believe 
it was Alexander the Copper-[mith, wha 
had done him much Evil, 1 Tim. 3.20. 
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It will be alledged further, that St. 
Jude ver. 6 fpeaks of thofe Angels 
“who kept not their Eftate, as we render 
it: But you cannot find there that Mul- 
-titude of Spirits commanded by Satan, 
and Partakers of his Rebellion ; Nothing 
but Prejudice can there fizd Angels, who 
never were Angels. The Holy. Ghoft, 
who never gives but. fit and ‘proper 
Names, doth never call Angels, but fuch 
as were fent upon fome Errand or other. 
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The Spirits fuppofed to have follow’d 
Satan in his Revoult from the beginning of 


the World, had not yet been fent of God ; 


and if St. fade meant it of them, he repre- 
fents them bound with Chains from that 
time, fo that they could not never fince be 


either Angels or Meffengers. If you read 
the Apoftle’s Difcourfe without Preven- 


tion, you will find that the common 
Explication doth not allow him a very 
exact Way of Reafoning ; his Defign 
is to perfwade Chriftians to maintain 
conftantly the Good Fight of Faith, and 
not fuffer themfelves to be carried a- 
way by the Examples of thofe, who 
turning the Grace of God, into Wan- 
tonnefs, have renounced the only Lord 
Jefus Chrift our God and Saviour ; and 
his Argument to this Purpofe is the 
Fear of God’s Judgments, whereof he 
mentions here three notable Examples. 
x. Thatof the Children of ral, who 
after their Deliverance from Egypt be- 
liev’d not, and where deftroy’d 5 this 
was known by the Hiftory. 2. The 
Hiftory of the Rebellion that appear’d 

after 
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after the Return of them that were 
fent to fpy the Land of Caan. 3. Here 
is fee down for a third Example, Sodom 
and Gomorrah, whereof likewife the. 
Hiftory was ‘well known, and often 
fpoken of by the Prophets: for the fe- 
cond is reckoned the Punifhment of 
thofe Angels that rebell’d with Satan in 
the beginning of the World, and who.are 
referved under. Darknefs, in Bonds, of 
which no mention is made in any Part 
of the Scriptures; and that Example, 
till then unknown, was no {trong Ar- 
gument, to ftir up the Spirits, neither 
could ig be conveniently joined. with the 
reft. Let no Body alledgehere Tradition, 
or fome Book that is loft; for befides 
that, what depends upon Tradition, and 
may be faid of the laft Books, is very 
uncertain ; it is unlikely that St. Jade 
would have placed betwixt two Exam- 
ples, fo well known by the holy Hifto- 
ry, another Example, whereof no men- 
tion at all is made in the facred Oracles 
committed to the ews, and faithfully 
preferved by them. Let me ask here, 
: | a3: What 
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What obliged Interpreters to tranflat® 
the Word a'exi, by this firft Ejffate, or 
Original ? except it was the Defire of - 
finding here, that Fall of many Angels 
or Spirits, which is found no where 
elfe, and whereof Men are fo eafily 

erfwaded, I know not how nor where- 
fore. The Vulgate tranflates Principalities, 
which doth not agree very well with 
a Troop of Spirits under the command 
eof a Head. If you mark well the 
Context, and the Terms which the A- 
poftle makes ufe of, you will eafily 
difcover here the Men fent to view 
the Land of Canaz, Numb. 13. 3. who 
were the Chief of every Tribe, and 
heads of the Children, *Agzwo, and who 
did not obferve on that Occafion, what 
was becoming that Rank and Dignity 
they were in among their People; 4 
therefore they loft it with their Lives, — 
Numb. 14. 37. St. Fude charges them 
with a double Crime, That they up- 
held, or maintained not their Dignity 
Ghat is they fhewd not that Courage 
and Refolution which became the Heads 
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of the People, and then to have lef 
( "AmoAlmayTat TO” Drop "cunaThptay,) their Habira- 
tion, or the Country that belonged to 
them ; that is they renounced it, they 
gave over the Defign of entring into it : 
This marks exactly the Perfons I am 
{peaking off a 


Thefe may alfo be difcover’d in 
2 Peter 2. 4. there it is faid, That God 
fpar’d not the Angels that finned; for 
—thefe Words, thar finned, do direQly 
point at thofe of St. Pawl. Heb. 3. 17. 
Who finned, and whofe Carcaffes fell ix 
the Wilderne{s, and to whom the Lord 
fwore, that they fhould not enter into his 
Ref. Thefe are the very Men who 
rebell’d, when they were upon the 
Point of entring into that Land which 
had been fpied out for them imme. 
diatly before. It is true, that what 
St. Peter faith may be applied to 
all thofe, who being fent by God, do 
rebel again{ft his Commandment ; but 
there is not in the Scripture any Ex. 
ample fo remarkable of a Rebellion of 
Men fent of God, as of thefe that 

were 
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were fent to fpy the Land of Canan. 
‘This Rebellion did highly provoke 
God, fince he punifhed it with the grea- 
teft Severity- 


You will ask perhaps, Whether 
Men fent by Men may be called Az. 
gels ? which Title feems to belong only 
to God’s Meflengers. I anfwer, that 
thofe who. were fent to fpy the Land, 
were fent by God, fince they were 
fent by his Orders, who: had marked 
their very Perfons, Namb.13. 3. I mult 
add, that befides the frequent Ufe. of 
this Word Angel in profane Authors, 
there is nothing more ufual in the Greeks 
Tranflation of the old Teftament than 
this Word, to fignify Meffengers fent by 
Men. Thus were they call’d, whom 
Stacob fent to his Brother E/aa, Gem 
22, 3. So were they, whom Mojfes: fent 
to the King of Edom, Namb. 20. 4. Thofe 
of Fofbua in the Tent of Acham, ‘Fofb. 
7, 2, Thole of Gideon to Ephriam, “Judges 
7. 24. This Expreffion is not unknown 
to the New Teftament ; you meet with 

He 


gy Spirits SF 
it, Ads 12. 15. Fam. 2. 25. where the 
two Men fent by Yofbua to fpy FJerico, 
are called Angels. After this you will 
not think it ftrange that both Se. Peter 
and St. ude fhould give the fame Names 
tothofe whom Mojfes fent to view te 
the Land of Cavan, 
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Of the Demons or Spirits 
which our Saviour caft 
out; and of the Spirits 
of Python. 


ig isd notable Queftion how thofe 
™ Spirits may be called which poffeffed — 
Men in the Days of Chrift’s Fleth, 
and the Spirit of Python: Thefe fhould 
by no means be called Devils, fince 
the holy Scripture doth’ not call 
them fo, and that ie {peaks but of one 
Devil. But we may call that which 
tormented Men at that Time, Demons 
or Spirits, becaufe the Scripture doth — 
often give them thofe Names. I know 

that fome will fay, that if they were 
Spirits and Demons, they muft be evil 
Spirits and evil Demons, and therefore 
they may be called Devils, who attended 
the Service of Satan, as Head of the 


Evil 


Bore Spirits: Be 
Evil Spirits, and fo they may be call’d 
Devils: But let it be remember’d, that 
I have not defined what they were, but 
Ihave told you how I might call them, 
according to the Scripture, which fpeaks 
Mens Language, and names Things as 
Men were wont to name them. God’s 
Word doth readily call Demons the Ob- 
jects. of the: Heathens Adoration, be- 
caufe the Nations call’d them fo, tho? 
thofe Obje&ts were but » imaginary 
Things. The. Scripture calls Bahal, that 
is, Lord and Maffer, that Idol whofe Wor- 
fhip was introduced. in I/rael in the 
Days of King Ahab, becaufe the Wor- 
{hippers of it termed it fo ; tho’ it was 
nothing in the World, no more than 
Demons were: And fo, becaufe the Names 
of Demons and Spirits were commonly 
given tothofe Things which vexed and 
difturb’d Men, the Holy Scripture doth 
without Difficulty give them the fame 
Names (a). There was ‘nothing more 
common among the ‘ews, than to a- 
pee ie gs Se 
ral Pata et = berg 17.15, = prove this by feve- 


; ; 
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{cribe to evil Spirits the moft trouble- 
fome Evils, efpecially thofe whereby 
the Body was tortur’d with Violence, 
and the Spirit agitared with Phrenfies: 
“ The Madmen, faith Vives, and the 
“ Furious, were called Demons by the 
“ Gentiles ; and the Pafflions wherewith 
“ we are tranfported, are called Demons, 
“ by feveral Platonicans.” Y may fay - 
therefore that thofe Spirits or Demons, 
from which Chrif delivered Men, were 
Phrenfy, Epilepfy, Madne/s, Lunacy, Melan- 
choly, and the like; yea, perhaps butan 
extraordinary Fever; for all thefe were 
Demons and Divinities among the Hea- 
then (6). They were not fuch in Truth ; 
but, as I have noted, the Scripture 
{peaks with the Va/ear,and doth not name 
Things otherwife than they were wont — 
to be named: But if we take Notice 
of feveral Things to which the Scripture 
siveth the Name of Spirit, it will ap- 
pear, that they were only the Humours ~ 
and AffeG@iions whereby Men are proved 

(a) Lib, 8. de Civit. Dei. c. 14. lib. g. c, 11, 7 

to 
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to be of fuch Temper and (2) Difpofition, 
That other Spirit which guided Caled, 
Namb. 14. 24. was nothing elfe but his 
Faith and Courage oppofed to the Incre- 


dulity and Cowardline{s ofhis Companions, - 


That Spirit which made Senzacherib to 
return into his Country, was the Fear 
that feiz’d on him at the Sight of the 
dead Bodies that were flain in his Camp 
by the Angel. That zew Heart and xzew 
Spirit that God commanded his People 
fhould have, Ezek. 8. 31. are certainly 
new Sentiments and new Affections. The 
Spirit of Fornication, fpoken of by the 
Prophet, Hofea 4. 12. is the Paffox of 
that Vice. When our Saviour told the 
two Sons of Zebedee, Luke 9: 55. Ye kxow 
not what Spirit they are of ; it was to let 
them underftand that they knew not the 
Nature of that Affection, which made them 
{peak as they did. That Spirit of Slum. 
ber {poken of I/aiah 29. 10. and Rom. 11, 
8. is nothing elfé but that natural Stu- 
pidity to which God abandoneth Men, 
HAHE bt. lui he ne 

(4) Cicero de Natura Deorum, lib. 3. Arnobius lib. 8. 


Voflius de Idol. gent. I, 2.¢.19. lib, 8. c ¥,6. Natal. Co- 
megs lib.g. c. 47. fy ss 
i : M 2 iD 
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In whom he will nor thew the Power 
| of his Grace. The Spirit of Meekne[s, 
1 Cor. 4, 21. and the Meeknefs of Spi- 
rit are one and the fame Thing. To 
walk by the fame Spirit, 2 Cor. ch. 12.v. 8. 
is to a€t according to the Suggeftions . 
of the fame Affection, What our Savi- 
owr faith, Matt. 12. 43. of the aaclean — 
Spirit, phe being gone out of his Houfe, and 
finding it fwept and garnifbed, doth return 
with feven other Spirits worfe than himfelf, 
is a Parable occafion’d by the ordinary 
Way of Difcourfe among the People, 
and which can by no Means be under- 
ftood of that fort of Spirits in queftion s 
but is eafily underftood,without Violence. 
offer’d to the Words es Vice, from which 
a Man guilty before hath abftain’d for — 
a Time, but without the true Application of 
himfelf to Virtue ; fo that the AffeCtion 
of that Vice returning, holdeth the Place: 
with greater Power and Empire thambe-. _ 
fore ;and proves them accompany’d with 
many others that will not fail to follow. 
St. Petey hath written a Commentary upon. 
this Parable, 2 Pet. 2. 20, “ That if, 
$s after t having efcaped the Pollutions of 
¢ Ene 


of es 
“ the World, through the Knowledge 
“ of the Lord ee. Saviour fefas Chrift, if 
“ they be again intangled and overcome, 
the laft State of fuch is worfe than 
“ the firft.” For what is faid, faith the 
Jefuit Maldonat, that he goeth and taketh to 
himfelf feven other Spirits worfe than him- 
felf; that fignifies nothing elfe than this, 
That if the honeft Men do lofe their Ho- 
nefty,by defpifing the Divine Grace, they 
commonly become the worft of Men; — 
as if inftead of one unclean Spirit that 
was in them before, feven more were 
come in, | 


All this being well confider’d, none 
will think it a ftrange Thing that Dil- 
eafes and corporal AffeCtions, fuch as I 
noted before, be called after the common. 
Notion Demons and Spirits, yea unclean 
Spirits, evil and wicked Spirits, no more 
‘than to fee the Name of wicked: Spirit 
given to Jealoufy, Numb. 5.14.To Infi- — 
delity, Fudg. 9. 23. To Fury, which tor- 
mented Saul from Time to Time, and. 
‘which was quieted by the Sound of Mu- 

fical 
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fical Inftruments, 1 Sam. 16. 14, 23. To. 
the Diftemper of the Woman that lad, > 
been bound eighteen Years, Luke 13.11. 
This. Expofition is fo much the more 
probable, that the Demoniacks are named 
among the Difeafes which our Saviour — 
cured: They brought unto him (faith. ote 
Matthew 4. 24.) thofe that were fick, of di- 
vers Difeafes and Torments, as Demo- 
niacks, Lunaticks, and Paraliticks, and he 
cured them all. By thefe Cures our Sa- 
viour juftified, that he was the Meffiah 
promifed, and of whom thefe Things © 
were prophefi ed. Therefore St. fobu the 
Baptift being in Prifon, and having fent 
to him two.of his Difciples to ask him, 
whether he was indeed he that was 
come, or whether they fhould look for 
another; he cured’ before them feveral 
Perfons of divers Difeafes and Plagues, 
and of evil Spirits, and gave Light to 
many that were blind, Lake 21. 22. 
After this he fpake chet to them, Go, 
and tell fobn what Things ye have feen iid 
heard ; the Blind fee, the Lame walk, the 
Lepers are cleanfed, the Deaf hear, the Dead | 
are ih as up, ana the Poor have the Gofpet 
preached 
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preached unto them. ‘To this End, that 
‘fohn fhould make them underftand, by 
the Conformity of what they had feen 
with the Prophecies, that he was truly 
the Mefiah promifed, I/z. 35. 56. and 
Chap. 61. ver. 1, 2. here is to be noted, 
and not lightly, that though the poffef- 
fed with Demons are mention’d among 
them that ‘fobn’s Difciples faw cured, 
yet they are not named in the Prophe- 
cy that went before ; which fhews that 
they muft be comprehended under the 
Names of the Difeafes mention’d in 
that Prophecy, and that is but a new 
Name given, ‘according to the common 
‘Vfage of that Time, to fuch Diftempers 
as the Prophets had named otherwife. 
For this fhould be carefully remember’d, 
that it was not the Greatnefs of the Mi- 
racles which proved Chrift to be the 
Meffiah, but chiefly becaufe the Miracles 
which he did were the fame that it 
was foretold he fhould do: But we do 
not find that it was prophefy’d that he 
Should caft out Demons or Spirits out 
of Mens Bodies, but that he fhould. 
cure all Manner of Difeafes; which 
| makes 


has 
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makes it: plain, that .thefe ‘Demons or 
Spirits, from which. he deliver'd Men, 
were Difeafes : And indeed Luzacy, or 
Epilep{y, whofe Fits do follow the Courfe 
of the Moon ; and fuch as tormented the — 
Child, Matt. 17. 15. are natural Diltem- 
pers, and yet it is faid, that when Chrift 
curd him, he rebuked the Demon which 
went out, and he was healed, ver, 18. 
and was not the Demon and the Sick- 
nefs the fame Thing? and it is faid, that 
he rebuked the Demon in the fame Seni 
that he rebuked the Fever that afflia- 
ed St. Peter’s Mother-in-law, Luke 4. 30+ 
We find in other Places, that they were 
amazed to-[ee how he commanded with Au- 
thority and Power the unclean Spirits, and 
they went forth s that is in the fame Senfe, 
that after having faid rebuked the Wind | 
and the Sea, be thou ftill, they faid one 
to another, Who is that? even the Wind 
and the Sea do obey him. 


_ Thofe Diftempers, that were called 
Demous and Spirits, were fuch as di- 
{tracted Mens Minds, and obftruéted 
their Seafes, and by Confequence - dif. 


caver’: 
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cover’d another Spirit, than that they 
had, or fhould have, or a quite contra- 
ry Difpofition. As I know at this Time 
a Gentleman very exemplary for his Pie- 
ty, Modetty, and an unblameable Be- 
haviour with all Men; yet in the Fits 
of a Diftemper which has feiz’d upon 
him but fince three or four Years, 
among other Extravagancies, he feldom 
utters one Word but you would think 
that the unclean Spirits of the World 
have all. taken Poffeffion of this Man. 
Therefore the Yems expreffed that Ex- 
travagancy wherewith they charged our 
bleffed Saviour, and were not conten- 
ted to fay that he was out of his 
Senfes, but that he was, or were poffefs’d 
with a Demon, Fob.1 2-20. and thus they ex. 
plain themfelves afterwards, faying tha, 
he was befides himfelf. Fpauavier "ey er poat. 
vj. In this Sence the Demoniack, Mark 
5. r. and Luke 8. 28. agitated with 
fo many Extravagancies, might well an- 
{wer, that their Name was Legion, fince 
the Variety of their foolifh AGtions 
made them believe that they were 
pofleffed with feveral Demons. St. Mat 
thew gives this Man a Companion, and 
faith that they were two that met 
) N our 


98 A TREATISE | 
our Saviour, Matthew 8. 28. and 
chat he or, they could not be bound: 
this is natural, when a ftrong Man is 
—tranfported, with Fury ; be went, aa- 
ked, and dwelt in no Houfe ; but. wher 
he he bad broken his Bonds, faith St. Lukes . 
he was carried by the Demon into the 
Wildernefs, that is, by his Folly and Mad. 
nefs; fince he muft firft be loofed of 
his Bonds before he could be carried. 
He was continually, Night and Day, in the 
Mountaias, and. in the Tombs, (a farious 
Fellow,;) fo that none durft pals. that way :. 
he cryed, and cut himfelf with Stones; €- 
nough to fhew.that he was in.'Tor- 
menting Pains, for that’s the Meaning 
of the Word Aaménduve, or that he had 
Demons, as St. Lukefaith, or many Evil 
Spirits, according to the Peoples: Notion 5 
yea, according to the: Stile of the ‘Scrip- 
ture, as I have. noted. But with, this 
difference, that by Spirits, the Scripture — 
underftandeth nothing elfe but the -fe- 
veral AffeCtions and Difpofitions of the 
Soul, whether good or bad; whereas 
the Heathen. did) believe, that Virtue 
and Vice, yea and. Sicknefs too, were 
foreign Spirits, which dilturbed the 
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Spirits of Men, and they look’d upon 
them as Bie ‘for as Cicero wit- 
nefleth, De Nat. ee te 3. tere 
were none but Tertian and  Cuartan 
Agueés, that were not Honoured as 
‘Gods, 


i  Gttkimis Adar (a)a leaiied Phyific cian, 
“(Enmay.'5.) ‘hath obferved, that all the 
Symptoms of Madnefs matk’d by the 
Evangelifts, were exactly the fame with 
them of the Lye ei which makes 
a Man think felf poffefs’d with 
a Devil, or turned into fomething that 
he is not. Among the Heathen fome 
thought themfelves poffefs’d with De- 
“mons, and this Man fanfied that He 
had many. He wasinthe Country of 
the Gergefcencs, faith St. Matthew, or Gada- 
yenes, faith St. Mark, and St. Luke hath 
Gadara, and the Gergefcenes being upon 
the fame Coaft, not far the one from the 


(4) Gulielmus Ader. 9. Dofignamus ergo Gerafenos iflos 
abreptitios vulgati mania melancolica athci, quam Graci 
medici Lycanthropiam, Lupinam, Infaniam vocitant : Galli 
Lougs Garous. Nonerit abfonum, aut a Divinis litteris, & 
evangeliftarum mente alienum fi eas etiam a morbifica cau- 
fa laborafle, morbo intelligamus. Morbo equidem, qui x- 
grorum temperamento & loco, Sr ae ita confentiet, ut 
negari non polit j iis intellectis an xe erotos {criptura'narroc. 
| 2 ot he 
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other. There were Jews in thofe Parts, 
fince our Saviour went thither, who was 
not fent but to the laft Houfe of I/raels 
but there was fome Heathen alfo, fince 
they had Herds of Swine, which 
had been a Crime in the ews, as 
Lightfoot proves at large (a). This Ly- 


cantrope then might be either an Heathen 


ora ‘few, he had thofe Heathenifh Noti- 


ons of Demons and Evil Spirits. I have 


already obferv’d, that thefe Opinions 
did pafs from the Hiathen to thee Fews, 
and might be common in a place moft 
inhabited by Heathens. It was alfo 
an Opinion commonly receivd and 
erounded upon their Oracles (0), and 
on the Authority of fome Philofophers, 
(c) That the Demons were fubjeét to the 
Chaftifements of the great Gods ; which 
Chaftifementr, in all likelihood, was to 
be at the end of the World: And this 
the Heathen were not Ignorant of, which 
made David to fing, That the Lord ts 
great and terrible to the Gods ; for his 


(a) Lightfoot in Mat. 19. 3. 

(6) ldem. Decad. chor. ante Marc.¢.7.§.3. | 

_(¢) LaGtan. 1. 1, relates thofe Oracles, and Plutarch in 
Ts, cc. quotes thereupon the Teftimony of Evspedocles. 
Luycret. lib. ¢. Ovid. Metam. lib, t. Luc. Pharf. lib. 1. Sen. 


Pislof. Ep. ¥7. 


Meaning, 


of Spirits, Yor 
_ Meaning is that the Lord, who is the 
-fupreme God, whofe Cha tients the 
“Demons cwha are the Gods of People) are 
afraid of, Pf. 96. The Lord is dreadful 
: all Gods of the (a) Nations, as 
Elglim, vain Things. ‘The Seventy have 
tranflated it Demons, in Pf. 6. 9*. and 
Idols, 1 Chron. 16. 25. But when he 
faith that Demons do believe and tremble, 
he fpeaks to the Heathen conver- 
ted to the Truth of*One only God; 

and yet fancied that to be faved, it 
“was not neceflary to renounce: their 
vicious Affections, provided they wor- 
‘hipped but one only God. The’ Apoftle 
tells them, That this was not fufficient 
to make them Happy, becaufe that 
according to the Pagan Doétrine, which 
they had lately parted with ; and David 
did take Notice of the Demons Wor. 
{hipped by them, who believed and con- 
feffed by their Oracles, that there is but 
One fovereign God, which,not withftand- 
ing, doth not make them Happy, fince 


(4) 1 Chron, 16. 25. Pfal. 96. hb $- Fam. 26 9. 
that 
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that. -acoording, to rhe fame Opinion, the - 


mons... do tremble, knowing them- 
felves, to be fubje to the Correétion 
ofthis Supreme God. ‘This ‘Place of 
St. Sfames doth certainly allude to that 
9, David, who-ynever meant that the 
‘Demons were , a real Thing, but that 
hey were fomething in others Opinion. 
This-furious Man, now in queftion, be. 
-ing poffefs'd with this Notion, thought 


he muft not fpeak, but in the Perfons. 


of thofe Demons, which he, fancy’d to 
be inchim ; and,having heard that Fefus 
swas the San of.-God, ae that he did 
calt Daemons out-of Mens Bodies, doth 
Jook* upon him with Feary as, the Son 
of God come to punith him; wherefore 
che: prays him. not to punith him before 
ahe Time; that, is, before the End of 
the World, or before the Time appoint- 


ed. for the general, Punifhment of Dew 


TOMS. 


Some Difficulties may be thought to 
be in this; as, 1. Thatit may be ‘ase d, 
How thefe Dem ns knew, chat Fefus Was 


the Son of God? We may anfwer, that 
they 
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thity knew it by the common Report, 
which taught’ it the blind Man in the 
Way, Matt. 9. 27. I¢ may be obje@tedy 
in the fecond Place, that the Deiiiivn 
themlelves did cry out, that: Jefus wasi 
_ the Chrift the Son of God, and that ourSa~ 
viour forbad them to publifh it: But. L 
fay, that the Demons: are named for the . 
afflicted Perfons; for St..Mark tells usy 
Chap. 3. 11,12. that when the unclean 
Spirits faw him, they fell down and 
cry’d ; for it was not the Spirits, but the 
Men tormented with them, did fee, and 
cried, and. fell downs If Chrift forbad 
thofe Men.to tell who he was, it is be. 
caufe he would not have it publickly 
known as yet ; bythe fame Reafon that 
he commanded the Leprous that he had 
cleanfed, the blind Man he had made 
todee, yea, his very Difciples, vizk Sty. 
ark hath it, Chap. 3.-ver. 12. That 
oe fhould not make it known. 


But. the erent Difficulty lies in this, 
that the Deizoniack called himfelf Legion, 
and pray’d, that they might. enter into 
the Herd of Swine, which being grant. 

ed, 
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ed, the Hogs caft themfelves headlong into the 
Sea; all which cannot be {uppofed to be 
the mere Effe&t of abodily Difeafe, or of 
a diftemper’d Mind. Yet whatfoever the 
Difficulty may be, it cannot oblige us 
to acknowledge feveral evil Spirits that 
come from without to torment Men’s 
Bodies; or to fay with Fofephus, lib. 7. 
Belli fud. c. 15. That thefe vexatious Spi- 
vits were the Souls of wicked Men that died 
anconverted : A Notion which Fu/fia Mar- 
yr liked fo well, that he made it an Ar- 
gument of Subfiltence of the Soul after 
Death, Apol. 2. And truly were we to 
finda Troop of Spiritual Guards for Sa- 
tan, and incorporeal Angels, I would 
not feek further than the Damned Souls, 
who hate God and every Thing that is 
acceptable to him: But my Opinion is» 
that the Departed Souls of wicked Men, 
are all like the rebellious Meflengers fpo- 
ken of by St. Jude, referved under Darknefs 
in Chains; or, as St. Peter hath it, fank 
with Chains of Obfcurity and kept in Prifon, 
until the Fudgment of the great Day, 2 Per. 
2, 4. and fo they can do no Harm to 
any Man living ; for, certain it is, that 
thofe 
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thofe Seclens of both by St. Perervand 
St. Fade, are in no Condition to hurt any 
Body whatfoever, be they mere Spirits 
or departed Souls; and fo whatfoever 
is thus ‘aferibed to: Spirits or Departed 
Souls,'°isopure Imagination. -} affirm 
therefore, that the Torments from: which | 
our Saviour deliver’d® Men, -wereuithe 
Effects of bodily Difeafes, or Diftra€tions 
of Spirit, and. wherein: the Devil aés 
none. otherwife than he did in: -thofe 
grievous Diftempers wherewith Fob was 
afficted.."Fhis further appears by what 
our Saviourfaith, Lwke 12, 16. concern- 
_ ing the Woman that had the. Spirit of 
- Jofirmity, which kept her bow’d down 

eighteen. Yeats, It; was’ doubtlefs a 
bodily Diftemper, proceeding | from: sia- 
tural Caufes; for our Saviour in curing 
her faid no more ‘than this, Thow are 
loofed from thine Isfirmity ; yet he faith 
likewife, thar Satan had kept her bound 
eighteen Years: So that.if any evil Spiric 
had a Hand in thefe, it was but one, 
viz. Satan ov the Devil: Wherefore the 
- Saviour of the World tells them, Thar 
if he did caft oat Daemons 4 Beelzebub the. 

Q Prince 
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Prince of. Lae aes, rthen Satan’ did» calt 
out: himfelf ;. fuppof ng i that there “was 
but: ede Str thiats »might be: che Caufe 
of val! :thofe -Diftempers:called: Demons, 
Whichy:¢ould notoBeocured'bys the ‘Au: 
thority or Power'of Satam3cor’ elfe Sas 
tio taut caftiouthin felf; ‘or be divided 
againft him {elf Ando if sthe Devil’ was 
the: Tormenter,<ofiothis \Diemoniack, he 
might valfo. ask Bbeave’ to" drown the 


a. 


Swihe :;One abt pacar well drive 


one’ whole Herdiof Swine, as one: Spirit 
could be a lying Spitit in the Mouth’ of 
fourshundred of :Ahab’s Prophets, 1K sxe 
22. 6akz2. Burthe Trutlvis, ‘that :this 
poor 'Mamwas troubled with: a fore: Di- 
fteniper'; and #hé Hogs,’ by God’s Pro 


vidente, imight-bedtruck:-with'the fame;! 


oriwith? fome vother, more natural ‘and) 
peouliar ‘to:thems!Andoit: isind more! 


incredible ‘that \ ‘the: Diftemper: of this\ 


Madman’ fhould“pafsinto» the Hogs, 


than|:thae® Siow ’s amie did. — 
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“Bat. thig isebep t of eb Gove i iS” ote 
rematkable to'be difmifs’d without far-- 


bis » ther 
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, idedeas And-if any Body ‘hath 
‘the Curiofity’ of ‘feeing® ‘lively’ ‘Exainiples 
“of the fame fort of® ladnels,: ‘Yée “him 
“but repair to Besblehens or fet: hit !en. 
 quite'of the ‘ “Govertiors of" tliat Holp a 
owvho is well fatisy’ds tliat theté| ligwdder, 
‘there’ a et ea de yet 

| opvany’ ‘are fbrong endtig h'robréak Chains, 

on other! Bonds’; "Rolichat ' if they had 

‘notobeenfhiit tipi Booth "Fime) they 

_chadobeett feen: ae iff the! Streets, 
cutting thenfelvess andthe likegire’ tite 
Shame and:Difappoinnatiche of thet tha 

_ undertook the 'raming2of them 5 and‘not- 

Wwithftanding salh the Care taken, forte 
will break Prifon, andi make: sood wha 
is faidiofimany i mad acid tool Fellows, 
That, they ; slook like latobeakec loofesouds:of 
Bethlehere :,and itis'verycprobable, that 
among the, Gadarenes they had not fuch 
good Orders: kept, but fome- were left 
to themfelyes,-and no Pains: taken: abate 

either to. ftop, or abut, them ssa 
2. As. St. —dhokis 41S, she ee aee in-ore- 
lating this Cale, let us take notice:of 
his Words concerning this Madman: 
O 2 and 
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,and ,our blefled Savio RK tells_us, 
that. feeing Jefus. Chrift. afar off, be. ran 
dial Worfbipped. him,, that in. the Greek 
Diale&t,,-and he fell down before -him 
to; the Ground,. asa, Token of: great 


es 


-Humility, a shin common enough. to 
that, fort; of People, . when they. meet 
with Bina or, earned Menai or Mens in 
, diately, Thor, ancleen Bpinis get« out ‘of this 
Man ;.it was an AQ of his Wifdom:to 

give-into:the Madman’s Sence, to com- 
ply with his Imagination, vz. to cure 
chim’; he complies with:his Imagination, 

hat there was fome' great Thing which 
troubled ‘him,either .from within, or 
from without, for fuch isthe:ftrong Pre- 

judice of fome ‘of them, that the more 

you crofs or contradict them,: the worfe 

they are, and prove the more’ incura: 

ble. It may be faid alfo, that the Lord 

proceeded in this manner,’to manifelt 

his Power and Authority in’ command. 

ing the uncleanSpirits, and making them 

obedient to his Word ; none otherwife 
than if he had faid, Thou foul Difeafe 
or unlucky Infirmity, I command thee 
: Le 


ee 
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to depart from this Man, and affli@ 


him no more; or ashe. faid tothe fick 
of the Palfey, Stand up and walk, and fo 
-ain this Place; Be thou: healed: a thine 


_ Infirmity,iand deinen d of thy tormeat- 


| ing Pain. 


_ 


3. Whar is there betwixt thee and me , 


Fefus, thou Son of Gods Art thou come ta 
‘Torment°us before the Time? This hath 
been fufficiently explain’d: But it fhou!d 
de obferved that when Men have once put 
a thing in their Heads, as we commonly 
-fpeak, they fancy that all they fee or 


hear agreeth thereunto. The Author 


“of the World Bewitcch’'d, tells us of a 


Woman of Franeker in the Low Coun- 
tries, who believ’d herfelf to be: irre. 
coverably damned, and did not {pea 
at all, becaufe fhe imagined that the 
damned did fpeak. The fame muft be 
faid of the Man’s Anfwer, My Name 1s 
Legion, for we are many. This Man ha- 
ving diltracted Brains, imagined rhat his 
Head was full of Denzons, and therefore 
that the Name of Legion was a pro- 
per Name ro take upon himfelf And 

this 
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rhis proves, that it:;was the Man him- 
felf who fpoke, and nop the Spirits with- 
in him, forourSaviour did noe ‘ask,What 
are your Namnies; ‘bat what és thy Name ? 
in the -fingulac Number : and uch was 
the Anfwer, Not our Names, ‘but m 
Name is Legion’ but it will be obje@ed 
thatsit. is faidyow 15. Himthab! had the 
7 Legion, which feems to intimate .that 
it;was not a fimple Imagination, but a 
Reality:: yet this isno neceffary Confe- 
quence, . They. that relate 'a Story; -as 


the Evangelifts do: this, rélate: Things 


as they appear outwardly, without en- 
quiring into the Caufes: we do che fame 
every Day, when we meet with fuch 
Hypocondriack Fancies, as. to have -fucha 
living Thing within him asia Snake 


es a 


ora Wolf. ‘When: we {peak afterwards . 


of him, we fay, ‘The’/Man that had the 
Snake or the Wolf: If we tell the. Story 
ot him that thought he had: no Guts, 
wefay, The Man that had no Guts: 
yer be would be. thought to affirm, 
that he was really in fach a Condition. 


Ia 
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En dikéo manner is: what: is‘added,’ 
That. the Demonsnbefought ‘the «Lend 
that he would not fend themmitatorthe Abyfsy: 
but permit them to go into che Herd of 

Swine::;Now, fuppofing :that they. wére 
the Demons themielves that fpoke sthis 5, 
“we-muft then concludenthat theyokriew: 

_ that they muft go ihta the Deép;owhen: 
they were putiout ofthejg Habitationsup-. 
on the Earth;as theitfettled DweHing, 
thing indeed tobe wondred at,tharfo ma-; 
ny Thoufands of Prifoners, (fora. Legéon. 
was‘at leaft: three;:or fix. Thouland,y) 
fhould: be! deft out of fel) ton corment: 


oneor two poor human ‘Creatures; (and) 


he wholis the. King por, the ,.Judge,, 
that will étcoutoa Prifoner withous a’ 
fufficient Reafon?) And. can -we cons) 
ceive, that “the great God, the Judge, 
of Men and Angels, would give Liberty , 
to fuch vaft: Numbers, to chaitife ene, 
Man for ‘a’Time:; fecing efpesially tha. 
one alone was fufficient | to. put up Se., 
Paul toit,who doubtlefs was another fort 
ofa Man than this Deméniack. wSo thar 
ieis, evidént. that ithefe were only, the, 
bare Word? of: thixpoor Suierer,: when, 
/ he 


ow « Pa 


+ 
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he pray’d as inthe Names: of. feveral 
Demons, that they might not be obli- 
ged to return to Hello 


Befides’ all eee Wwe can tee butt fay: 
that ‘this Requeft of the Demons did 
tend to fomething © elfe, than “fimply’ 
to enter inte the Hogs to efcape the 
Abyfs for that Time, yea thac fhort’ 
Space of Time only; for what did — 
they get by that ? for the Hogs being: 
drowned, what became of the Dewons?: 
Or did Chrift grant them a_ longer’ 
Time than they: petitioned for?-for tho” 
God gave ‘facob, David and Solomon» 
much more than they requird, I can’ 
hardly think that he would do the: 
Devil fuch Kindnefs. Furthermore, had 
they defir’d to go into the Swine only. 
to be kept out of the. Aby/s for a Time 3, 
How is it that they fo foon fet fire to» 
the Place of their Refuge, and imme-. 
diately deftroy’d their hofpitable Hogs ?., 


This was a Miracle of our Saviours 
to cure this Man with one Word, as: 
ae Evidence of his Divine. Power and 
, Vertue 


at Spee eS TTR 
Vertue and was the Man thus cured 
of his Demons, when they were driven 
out of his Head and brought again to his 
right Senfes? wherefore away from hence 


» all Devils which are not mentioned, no 


more than they were feen; and let 
Chiff alone have the Honour of an 
Aion which is unjuftly afcribed to 


' evil Spirits. 


But let us now come to the Spirits 
of Python, and take notice in the firft 
place, that God commanded that they 

fhould be put to Death, Lev. 20 ay. 
So that they cannot be Men that were 
poffefs’d, who did unhappily fuffer Vio- 
lence again{t their Will, and without be- 
ing guilty of any apparent Crime, fince 
they could not ‘prevent it; therefore 
thefe muft beCriminals worthy of Death: 
but thefe were fuch as pretend to des 
clare Things to come, and anfwer all 
Queftions that were put to them. Bur in 
the Hebrew, inthe 17 Places that make 
Mention of it, and in the Greeé of the 
Septuagint, there is nothing of Python, nor 
ts —?p 


of 
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of a Spirit. The Hebrew Word is Ole, 
and in the Plural Number Oboth. I will | 
here fet down the Places where this 
Word is found. Levit. 19. 31. Ye fhall 
not turn your felves to Soothf{ayers and to 

Wizards; the Hebrew is, Ye fball not look 
to Obe. Levit. 20.6. When a Soul fhall have 
turned berfelf to Soothfayers ; in the Hebrew, 

The Soul that [ball look to the Ob: And ves. | 
27. When a Man or a Woman {hall have a 

Soothfaying Spirit; Rebrew, The Man or 
‘the Woman, becaufe there is in them, or was: 
‘in them, an Ob, they fhall be put. to 

Death. Deut. 18. 11. A Man who en- 
quireth fer a Soothfaying Spirit; Hebr. en 
quiring or asking an Ob, 1 Sam. 28. 3. 

And Saul had put away the Soothfayers,; Heb. 

Saul had put.the Ob out of the Land: And 

ver. 7. Find me a Woman having a Fami- 

liar Spirit. Bebold there is at Exdor a Wo. 

man having a, Spirit of Python ; Heb. Seek: 

me aWoman having an Ob. Behold at En- 

dor a Woman. Mifirefs of aw Ob: For the 

Hebrews called every one:Lord and Ma- 

fter of what he: poffeffes. And veri. 

Foretell unto me. by thei Spirit of Python 
: . Heb. 


; seo dpran \. brig 

Heb. Prophesy ‘to me by Ob. Ver. 9. He 
hath cut off the Wizards from the Land; 
Heb. He huth pat’ out the Ob out. of the 
Land, In 2 Kjngs 21. 6. He appointed. 
Soothfayers; Heb. He made an OO. ‘The 
fame in 2 Kings 23, 24+ 2 Chron. 33. 6- 
1 Chron. 10.113. Becaafe be enquird of 
the Soothfayers.;. Heb. Becaufe he enquira 
by Ob.: Ta. 8..19. When they [hall fay un- 
to you; enquire of the Soothfayers; Heb, 
Seek to the Ob. ‘Ijai 19. 3. They. ask Counjel 
of Idols, and Exchanters, and: of the Sooth- 
fayers, ‘and of the Necromancers ; Heb, They; 
fought tothe Elilim, to the Ittim, to the Ov. 
Elilim were the Idols of Demons: ‘The 
Word Ittim isfound no where elfe, and, 
feems to fignify furprizing Things pre- 
pard at Leifure:.Thofe having an 0d, 


-are they that pretend to tell Fortune: 


and what is to come, as I/z. 29. 4. Thy 


- Voice {ball be out of the Ground, as an Od. 


There is only that Place, Job 32. 19. 
whére they have found no Spirit of Python ; 
the Hebrew hath it thus, Behold my Belly 
is as new Wine, not open as new Uboth that 
burft ; and we have tranflated it, Behold 
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my Belly is as the Wind that hath no Vent, it — 
would burft like new Leather Bottles. The 
Greek Tranflation renders the Word Ob, 
tyyasnpusés, Which fignifies one that fpeaks 
out of his Belly. In thofe fore-named 
Places of Leviticus, Deutronomy, Samuel, 
Chrontcles, and f/aizh 8. Whereas the He- 
brew hath it, 1 Sam. 28.7.4 Woman Mi- 
firefs of an Ob; the Greek faith, A Womae 
{peaking out of her Belly. And it appears — 
from 2 Chron. 33. 6. that thofe Qborh’s 
were neither Men nor Women; for 
tranflating the Hebrew, which faith, that 
Manaffeth made an Ob, it expreffes it thus, 
"Emenee éyyaspiuvdous, He made Things that : 
fpeak out of the Belly ; ; and, 2 Kgngs 21. 6. 
where the fame is recorded ; and in the 
fame Words in the Hebrew; the Greek 
hath it ET OMTE TEMS) ny which fignifies that 
Menaffeth fet apart fome pieces of Bartity that 
were defigned for the ~ of the Ob. | 


From all this we may marker, 1, That 
thofe Obe’s were certain Machines made 
for the Ufe of Divination, to anf{wer 
them who enquir’d after si te comes 

| and 
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and were curious to know Things hard 
to be underftood. This appears from 
what 1s faid, that there were fome who 
had an O06 in their Houfes, Levit. 20. 
27. That 2 Woman was Miftrefs, or in Pof~ 
feffion of an Ob, 1 Sam, 28.7. That Manaf- 
feth made an Ob; and laftly, from what 
Eliby faith, fob 32.19. That bis Belly is 
as a new Ob that barft. 2dly. It is very 
probable, that thefe Machines or Tools 
were Statues, out of whofe Bellies came 
forth, or pretended to come forth, that 
Voice which return’d Anfwers, when 
the Mafters or Miltreffes of thofe Obs 


did fet them on work, and made them 


fpeak ; and which fometimes did break 
at the fir trying of them, when they 
were not made of good Metal, or when 
their Belly was over full of Wind. This 
may be gathered from the Expreffion of 
the Septuagint, and from that of Elsha, 
3diy, It is evident, that by the Ufe of 
the Ob they pretended to enquire of the 
Dead: This I conclude from the Story 


% ii 1 Sam. 28. and Ifaiah 19. If 
they 
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they fay to you, enquire of the 00, of — 
the Inchanters, Mountebanks, or the 
yike ; for thus I render:the Word whith _ 
the Septuagint have exprefled by. thefé 
that fpeak out of the Earth, that mutter, | 
and fead forth a dark and inward Spirit. 
Shall not the People enquire of their God, and 
go to the Dead for the Livivg? The Prophet 
teaches in this Place, that thefe Odes, 
and thefe Juglérs, who fet fuch Gins to 
work, caufiag others to hear, (or ima- 
gine, that'they, as from the Machine's. 
Belly) fuch Words and Anf{wers as do 
fatisfy the Living thar enquire of the, 
dead: © Laffly, © It is indubitable. that. 
thefe Statues, made to receive Anfwers 
from the Dead, were faftened in the. 
Ground: Thisis'evident, not only. be- 
caufe the Siptaagint have twice tranilated. ” 
the Word Ob, by thofe that caafe their Vorce. 
to be heard out of the Eartiss Tus cam’ # yits | 
Doverrag xeveroy Wrees ch bx THs xibas govitol; aS 
alfo becaule the fame Tranflators, fpéak- 
ing of the OJ which lanaffeth made, do 
fay, That he. confecratea pieces of Earth, 
2 Kings 21.6. inftead of faying thar he 

made 


of Spirits. » 1g 
made an 0b. But this is clear, efpecially, 
out of Ifa. 29. 4. where God faith unto 
Ariel, Thou {balt be brought down, thou {halt 
fpeak out of the Grounds thy Speech fhalt 
proceed foftly out of the Duffy and: thy Voice 
fball be heard as out of an Ob : But the Pro. 
phet had never fpoken thus, had not 
the Ob been in the Ground, from w ‘hence 
it was heard. to {peak. 


Some would monitlude from this Ex- 
pofition, that as-fuch Machines were 
criminally invented to find out fecret and 
forbidden Things, the Knowledge where- 
of God hath referved to himfelf, Dear. 
29. 29. Sataz the Author of all Mifchief, 
doth take that Opportunity! to work his 
own Defigns, and by fuch Inftruments 
give fometimes true Anfwers, whereby 
the Owners of them obtain Credit and | 
Power, to divert other Men from that 
Submiffion they owe to God, and that 
abfolute Dependance they fhould have 
upon his Providence. But. moft certain 
Mt visyothat theDevil cannot know all 
a al yea, I'make bold to fay, that 
he 
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he knows very little, at leaft in Com 
parifon to what the World thinks that 
he knows; he cannot be in feveral Pla- 
ces at once, fince he is fuppoled to go 
to and fro in the World, Job 1. 7. But 
the Truth is, that in all this there is 
nothing of the Devil, but the Cunning 
of Cheats, to. amufe and deceive eredu- 
lous People: And the Familiar Spirit is 
a juggling, deceitful, a Hocus-pocus Spi-- 
rit. Theconftant Prattifers of this Art 
were the Heathen, who did attribute 
to their Demons whatfoever feemed ex- 
traordinary, and above their Apprehen- 
fion ; and were always ready and wil 
ling to abufe others, becaufe of the Pro- 
fic they got by fuch Pra@ifes. The Chil- 
dren of Ij/rael were alfoaddi@ed to:them, 
notwith{tanding God’s Prohibitions, and 
they ufed them to pleafe a Curiofity fore 
bidden of God. In thefe Actions there 
was aComplication of many high Crimes, 
avhich the Law judged: worthy of Death. 
Furthermore, fince-God fhew’d his: Ans 
ger, and! inflicts Punifhments: upom the 
Guilty, even at: the Time of their com- 

| mitting 


a2 oft Sparitsy 124 
imitting the.Sin, oa$ in the, Example of 
Kengs sr 3ety 42 OF Belfcachfar,\Dan.. 5558 
We; may fay heresalfo, thar God wag 
meng of -his Crime in, fpeaking, to. an 
045 forthis, alfo.is teckoned/among the, 
Sins for,which he. was rejeted; and the 
“Saul died inchis, Tran(greffion, wheres 
“With he tranfgreifed againg the. Word 
“of the Lord, which he bad; not kept,, 
“:and. alfa: becaufe,: he, asked. Coun fe ‘7 
fSiof the, Miltrefs,.of, an Of, {eeking to, 
“-shers,and had; not: fou ghe ; u nto ‘the 
fohord ,otheretorg he flew, him, and. 
G:tumned. the Kingdom unto Deora the 


 < 
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isd2 .dtiusini OF-<eshise eid WA. ake, 
yButothis, Place.of Scripture, fo con-, 
ftantly., cited £0, (prove | that which nei- : 
ther \is, pnor..cam be,,vic..a Power of. 
Satanto know, and do Things proper 
only::to God; have,no great Difficulry, 
if»Menj;would; confider. it with, Atten., 
tion, and without Prevention; bur ha. 
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ving firft receiv’d an Opinion; they read 
the Place not to be’ better inform’d; — 
but to feek “Arguments to maintain: it, 
This was Saul’s Cafe, being fully” per- 
fwaded that the Woman could raife'the 
Dead, and make’ them” declare” what 
would ‘befall’ the Living he faid’‘to the 
Woman, Forerell me by the Familiar Spirit 
by Ob, and caufe bim to tome up, home. 
7 hall name unto thee, v. 8, The-King 
- doubrlefs ‘imagined; either ‘that’ there 
was fomething befides God, that’ had 
a Power and Knowledge of Things that 
fhould happen, or that God would dif= 
cover it to that Ob. ‘If the former be 
trué, Saul was no great Divine, hewas 
far from knowing God as he ought 'to 
be known: If the latter, he muft have 
been out of his Senfes, to imagine that 
God: fefufing” to difcover Sectets’ by 
fuch Perfons, and in fuch Manner “as 
him(elf had appointed Urim and ‘Tham 
mim, and the Prophets, he’ would re. 
veal the fame by fuch’ Inftryments as: 
he had fo abfolutely forbidden oe 
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ple to. ate ufe of: fo that Saul’s Aus 
Bharisy in this als availeth but little. 


But let us, examine sha, Thing more 
particularly ; ; for the Scripture doth not 
tell us what the Woman did, but what 
fhe faw and faid,; for we read, That the 
Woman feeing, Samuel, cryed out, v. 12+ 
It was not Samuel, as our: Interpreters 
affirm, but an Evil Spirit in the 
Shape of Samuel: ‘as indeed no true 
Chriftian. can..conceive, that. the Devil 
could take up the true Body of Samuel; 
and tranfpore it from Rama..to Endor ; 
and that by her Magical Art, fhe. raifed 
up that Evil Spirit. . But the Text hath 
not one Ward to. this Purpofe; for it is 
in exprefs Terms, that Sau/, defired her 
to raife up Samael, that it was Samuel 
which the Woman faw, and that Sa 
muel {peak to Saul. and frighted him. 
If chen Syrab is (as he was) in the wrong 
to have helieved that all that. is faid 
there is to be underftood of Samuel 
himfelf ; fince Mofes and the Prophets 
defired to be heard while they lived, 

Q 2 but - 
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but hife not again to fpeak unto‘ “Mens 
Pake 16° Zr What Reafon’havelwe to 
believe that the Devil, who never was 
a Prophet, ‘nd never! délivéred’ to'Men 
any Meflage ’ from God; ‘nor fpake’ con: 
formabl A to God's Word; fhould not ap- 
pear to! chat: Purpofe, ‘under the’ Form 
of ‘a: faniGtify'd | ‘Body, ‘referved' ‘inthe 
Grave’ of © Honour to en iit ‘of’ thie 
Refurredtion, Peay - 

“But if? we have: (as ‘we “cafifiot! Bhat 
Ses all the Reafon ‘in’ the ‘World to. 
believe ‘that it was not Samuels ‘why 
then is ‘it that Samet 4s nd med nde hele 
than five times? Ts it that fomething 
appeared in the Likenefsof Samael, torcon- 
firm Sa¢Pinvhis E rror,who ecking none 
but’ Sninelf was to bevperfwaded : that 
Szmuel food: before hin? \Why not the 
Womarhertelf, ‘that ated’ theoParg.of 
Samuel’ hia’ Ofpake oas cif cit. hadrebeeti 
Simuel, aitd! whé faid thaevfhe. fawy him 
Wwhenin Reed dhé-fabenorhihg: Solbe fucly 
thing they swills Anfweryobecauife! the 
Texe faith; chat the » Woman faa inot 
a. Bae that 
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that fhe faid, T fee very well; it ‘is faid 
-alfo, as [noted before, that Samuel {pake, 
and not the Devil in Form: of Samuel . 
and’ that the ‘Woiman faid, T'fee Gods 
afcending out ‘of the Barth: which was 
falfe, for no ‘forts ‘of Gods’ abi de under 
the* Earth, no not Demons ‘themfelves ; 
none but He Dead do remain thebdy 
as'Cicero relates it, lib. 1. Tafeul. Queft, 
§. 26. Thefe are his Words, “ We > 
“believe thatthe Souls’: do atntide 
“the Bodies, al!Reafoningsdelead tothat 
“ Opinion ; Reafon fhould reach. us alto 
“° where. they are :' Andshence: Ignoe 
‘rancethath taken voccafion'to invent 
 cértain Places under :the’ Earth for 
“orhem » forthe © Bodies. falling’ into 
“orhe Barth and’ being cover'd with 
© Rarthy ( Hunto, whence cometh Hr 
aeny they "believ'd thatthe Dead 
** did yet live under the Barth: Howfos 
everit’ is not’ faid’ here, thatSzul (who 
Was not in ‘ thre fame Place Where ‘the 
Woman faw Simuel, as fhe pretended) 
did’ fee any thing ; yea ic is plain by 
the Story; that he faw nothing ; for why 
tat fhould 
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fhould he.askthe Woman, What faweft 
thou? And what is he like? The fame 
AS obferved.-by the Tranflators- V. 27. 
Saul, fay they,-knew that it was Sa- 
“ muel, by the Difpofition of his. trou- 
6 bled Senfes, and the Woman’s Dif. 
 courfe; but himfelf faw not Samuel.” 
‘As for sak Woman’s Difcourfe, Was it 
_ Rot eafy for her defcribe . Samuel's Ha- 
bit, which was fo well known? or to 
counterfeit his, Yoice’ out.of her own 
Difpofition, | or the Conveniency of the 
Room fitted to that Purpofe : or as the 
the Eng aftrimuthoi we have fpoken of, as 
if her Voice’\came from her, Belly, or 
from under the Earth, or even as at a 
great Diftance. The Prophecy which 
followeth: is »eafily anfwered, as being 
frat a Conjecture of the Woman, and 
it is not .well’ known what fhe meant 
by the Words, Thou halt be with me to 
Morrow, What, with me the traeSamuel ?. 
that had given no Occafion for Fear, but 
rather of Joy to Sawl, to ga to the fame 
Place where holy Samuel was, But was, 
it. with rie, the Devil? That muft. bea 
Lic ; ; 


Lie sounlefs. you: will fay-alf, that Jos 
nathan the Son of Saul, that was killed) 
with him, did alfo go to'tlie fame Place: 
where the Devil was. . Befides that, if 
you ferioufly confider the Diftance: of 
Places, and themany Things that haps 
pen’d’ ‘berwikt the ‘Time-that Saad was 
at Endor, and: the’ Hour of his ‘Deathrst 
you ‘will’ confefs, as many have done» 
that it could not be lefs than five Days, 
if not eight, as fome do conjecture. 
This is fufficient to juftify, that all this 
might very well come to pafs, without 
any Commerce with the Devél, and that 
the.A Gtions here mentioned, have no need 
of the Operation of fuch Spirits to pro- 
duce them ; and all this cannot make 
us underftand what is meant by a Fami- 
liar Spirit, or a Spirit. of Python; whe- 
ther a Man, or ‘@ Spirit, or not rather 
a cunning and fubtle Contrivance of a 
Jugler. Whofoever would fee the Mean- 
ing of the Word to Morrow, and that 
Saul could not have been kill’d till five 
Days after his Difcourfe with the Wo. 
map let him read Becker of the World 

Bewitch dy 
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Beibitcld, Tom.) 2. Che 24. and.’ Tons. 3X 
Ch... 6. And: let this’ be added, thatias, 
many as: will’ ;underftand this Story in, 
the litera Seafe, muft ‘prove, that, the, 
Hebrew Wotd.0), or. Ob, fignifies a Spie; 
vit endued with; the Gift: of Prophecy ; and: 
that to do-it, he mutt; appear under, 
foe Form, ‘or in what Figure he pleaf-, 

eth, ‘at the Wih or * Command. Pha 1. 
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Of the Word SPinit; 
of feducing Spirits ; 


and of thofe Words, ju- 
ftity'd in the Spirit ; 
and of the Angels that 
fhall be judged by the 
&. aithful. 


ATHATI have faid of éulactad 
a / | Spirits, is not approved by .@ 

very Body, becaufe the Sence in which 
{take the Words, feems to benew : And 
yet ic isnot fo new as many do think. 
Hear what Beza faith »“‘By the Word Spi- 
“ rit we may underftand Demons them- 
“ felves, or falfe Prophets, of their Doc- 
 trine.” I have pitched on the laff, 
‘according to sei Liberty given me, and 

R 
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I have done it fo much the more rea- 
dily, that confulting the Obfervation of 

the Learned, I have found, that if fome 
Manufcripts, according to the which the 
New Teftament began to be printed, 
had ayeduaa acon, (educing Spirits; feve- 
ral others had, averpgn aarduns, Spirits of 
Error. 1 will only fet down here Mr. 
Amelot’s Obfervation : ** According to 
“ the vulgar Greek, we fhould fay feda- 
“ cing Spirits, but in three of King’s 
« Manufcripts, in the‘ beft of Stevens's, 
« in thofe of Cardinal Ximenes, and of 
© the Marquis de Welex, there is, as in 
« our Interpreter, tyJsan radn,’ to the 
& Spirits of Error.” This juftifies my 
‘Tranflation to be the furer ‘of the two ;_ 
fince it may agree ‘with both’ Readings 
of the Original ; whereas the other will © 
agree only with the vulgar Greek, : For, 
keeping to the Word «aaves, T may-tranf- 
Jate, To the Doétrine, that deceive, or er- 
—-roneous Doctrines; but admit the Word, — 
xhavaéy it cannot be render’d. otherwile, 
than by the Doétrines of Error. ‘The Spi- 


rits 
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_ rits of Error are either the Teachers of 
erroneous Doétrines, or the Doétrines 
themfelves ; and every Body will grant, 
that it may. more properly be faid, Gv- 
ing up themfelves to Error, than giving up 
themfelves to Seducers, or Teachers of Er- 
ror; for Men do commonly give up 
themfelves to Doftrines rather than. to 
Doors. Befides, there is not one Place 
in Scripture that I know of, where the 
Word Spirit fignifies a Teacher. They 
quote none other to that Purpofe than 
this in queftion, and which ought no 
longer to be infifted os after what I 
have faid. ei 


But there’are feveral Places cotati 
the Word Spirit fignifies Dottiine: for 
thus Interpreters do underftand, 4: "Cor. 
14. 32. The Spirits of the Prophets are‘ fub- 
ject to the Prophets; as indeed this Place 
has Refpe& to the 29th Verfe, Let two 
or three Prophets fpeak, and let the others 
judge : The Meaning can be no other, 
than that the Doctrines fet forth by fome 
eh ae R 2 Prophets 
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Prophets tliae fpeak, muft be fubje@ to . 
the Judgihent ofethers; When St: foba 
fays; That fome Spirits are of God, ant 
Some are not, 1 Jobn 4. 1, 2. furely he 
would have us know, that there bé 
forme Sentiments and Doétrines where= 
Gf God is the Author, and fotng others 
that proceed not from him: That Spis 
vit from the Mouth of the Lord which is 
to deftroy the Son of Perdition, 2 Thef. 2, 
8. feems to. mé to be none other, than 
the Dottring of the Gofpel of Fofas 
Ghrift clearly manifefted. The three we 
clean Spirits coming forth out of the Mouth 
of the Dragon, and out of the Moath of the 
falfe Prophet, and out of the Mouth of the 
Beaty Rev. 6. 135 14. are certainly three 
dangerous Tenets. or Opinions, which 
are ‘called Spirits of Daemons; to fi gnify, 
(asin the Text) the Doétrine of Das’ 
mons, becaufe all the three tend to caufe 
dead Men to be religioufly honoured, as 
is practifed among the Heathen, and 
under the Empire of the Beaft, and of 
the falfe Prophet, Soveral other Plas 


Ces 
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:. ges may thus be clearly explain’d, which 
otherwile may not eafily be underftood; 


This Word Spirit does fometimes exe 
prefs the Divine Virtue working above 
Nature, and the Wonders that it brings 
forth, as you may obferve in the Places 
under-noted (a) a Truth which canrot 
be deny’d ; and I with that thofe wha 
Jabour fo much to prove, that in the 
Church, there is not another immedi- 
até Operation of the Holy Ghoft, befides 
the working of Miracles, would ferioully 

eonfider this, and confefs, that there is 
not a greater Difficulty to admit this 
immediate working of Faith and Rege-~ 
neration,than his Prophefying and fpeak- 
ing of Tongues; for St. Paul faying, that 
there is a Diverfity of Gifts, but there is 
one and the fame Spirit, doth afcribe Wife 
dom, Knowledge, and Faith to the 
fame Spirit, as he doth to the Cure of 
Difeafes, prophefying, difcerning of Spi- 


(a) Judg. 14. t6. Ch. 15.13. Ifa. 31, 3- Joel 2, 28.29, 
Matt. 12. 28. 1 Cor, 12. 4, 8, 9, 15,13. Pet, 3.8. 
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rits, and fpeaking of Languages; azd 
that all, both Jews and Greeks, whether bond — 
or free, are made to drink of the [ame Spi- — 
yit ; as in another Place, that whofoever 
hath not the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of 
bis, Rom. 8. 9. ET aa GaSe | 


Some others do not approve of my 
Notion about the Words ju/tified in the 
Spirit; that we fhould underftand them 
of the miraculous Works of the Spirit of 
God, which have confirmed this Truth, 
That Fefus Chrift is God manifefted in the 
Flefb; but I fee not how a better Senfe 
can be put upon them: The different 
Opinions. of thofe who have laboui’d 
hard to find out another, have. fixed 
mine, and with me follow others that 
have proved it by St. Peter’s Words, 
Aits 2. 22. Fefus of Nazareth, a Man ap- 
proved of God among you by mighty Works 
and Wonders, and Signs, which he did by 
him in the mtdft of you, as ye yourfelves al- 
fo know (a). Great is the Number of 


rere 
(4) Aimo, Eftius. The old Notes on the Bible of Lu- 
macy, Pilcator, Toflanus, Amiraldus, Deodati, Dalleus. _. 


thof¢ | 
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thofe Commentators that have expound- 
ed them as I do, and apply’d chem particu 
larly to our Saviour’s Refurrection. 


They find Fault likewife with my 
comment upon 1 of Cor. 6. 3. Know ye 
not that we fball judge the Angels. And 
indeed I do not wonder at it, becaufe 
moft Interpreters underftanding it other. 
wife ; But the Truth is, that we are 
naturally Proud, and wonderful delight- 
ed with this Thought, thata Day will 
come, wherein we {hall be appointed 
Judges of the Angels.. But let me. in- 
treat the Reader to examine ftri@ly the 
difficulties -arifing from.the common Q- 
- pinion ; asin the firft Place, That In- 
terpreters do not agree about feveral 
Heads. Some will have it That all the 
Eled of God fhall Fudge the Angels. O- 
thers that the Minifters only [ball have this 
priviledge. Some fay that the Angels to be 
qudged, are the wicked Azgels only  O- 
thers will have the good ones to be no lefs 
Subject to this Fudgment..Some do pretend 
to Fudge even in. this Life, others are 

con- 
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contented to wast till the laf? Day. Some . 
do believe that they [hall fit with Chrift 
upon the Bench. Others affirm; Thar they 
fimply acquie(ce to the Sudgment given by 
Cbrift. Yea, that the Faithful {ball only be 
“brought i im as Examples, which the fupreme 
Hudge (hall produce againft the condemned, 
Befides this, There are fome things which | 
they have not minded, and which feem 
to me to be of no {mall difficulty. Se. 
Paal’s Argurhent is a Majori ad minus, 
Jfave are to Judge the Angels, how 
mauich rather things ee to thig 
Lifé? They fBould explain to us, what 
#élation there is bétWeen thefe two forts 
of Judgment sand what confequence 
may follow from a Judgment that con- 
fifts’only in ‘Approbation, or given Evi- 
dence, or a Judgement that pronounces 
Sentence, and decides Matters: fuch as 
the Apoftles would have the Faithful to 
give about the Difpute of their Bre- 
thren Furthermore; St. Pal grounds 
his Difcourfe upon this Suppofition, That 
what*he fpake was well known of all. 
them that he Spake to. Do you wot know 

faithi 
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faith he, that we [hall judge the Angels ? 
Let me therefore ask thefe Doétors, 
who cannot determine .what Judges 
fhall pronounce this: Judgment, or what 
Angels’ fhall be judged ; When, and 
after what manner this Judgment fhall 
be given? and how God’s Children can 
_ know: that they fhall be judged? But 

LT get out of this Lybyrizth, by folow- 
_ ingthe Sentiment of thofe St. Chry/affome 
fpeaks of upon this Place, and who be- 
lieve, that the»Angels' meant, are the 
Miniiters of the Church, who are to 
be judged by the Churchiit felf. Thofe 
_ Prophets, whofe» Spirits or. -Doétrines, 
are to be fubject to the Prophets, who 
judge of whatiis faid'; and confequently | 
do judge of Things greater land of an 
highervImpottance than the Things of 
this Lafe. ‘Tho’: forme Copies do puta 
circumflex Accent upon the Words 
wprreia, and xprvciuty, to make them fecond 
‘Future’ Tenfes 5» others do, leave ‘the 
Mark of the Prefenit,and that remeves all 
the: Difficulry, ons Inronag ” 
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I fhall mention no more Places ofthe 


holy, Scripture which are ill underftood 
by moft, tofind out their Witchcraft and 


Apparitions; Spirits working Wonders 


upon Bodies, and: by the Means of 
ftrange Bodies, (whereby all the filly 


Stories of old W omen and Children are 


afferted and maintained :) There being 
an excellent book written originally in 
Dutch, and moft exaétly Tranflated into 
‘French, in'4 Vols. whereof the firft is 
already made Englifh, and I hope and 
pray that God will raife fhortly fome 
learned and’ zealous Chriftian for the 
Truth; that may finifh that neceflary 
Work: The Title: of it 1s, Le monde En- 
chante, and it contains weighty and un- 
anfwerable Anfwers,°to whatfoever hath 
yet been Publifh’d ‘on -this Subje&. 


But ‘letme anfwer ‘that which -fome 
will call-a very material Objection, | vz. 
"That. the Vulgar Opinion, being the 
more general and alfo own’d not. :to 
be damnable of it felf, to what Purpofe 

ii 2 1S 
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is all this Stir about it? and why are thefe: 


new Notions fo zealoufly preffed and 


inculcated ? Yet I muft fay, that this No- 


tion is neither new nor inconfiderable: 
among Men of Learning, and aiming at: 


Perfection. And I prefume that what 
follows, will juftify that it is not.an 
indifferent thing, whether Chriftians be 
rightly informed in this Point or not, 
Obferve therefore that in all things, and 
in the firft Place he fhould have an Eye 
to the Glory of our God, which we 
cannot advance too much, nor remove 
too far, whatfoever is difhonorable to 
him ; nor make the Way of Salvation 
too plain before Men. The Opinion 
commonly receiv’d concerning the Devil’s 
Power and Dominion, of infpiring all 
the Evil that is done ; tormenting Men 
and Women, yea ane Children, who as 
yet have no Knowledge of Good and 
Evil, keeping induis Dependence, Legions 
of a@iveand wicked Spirits always ready 
at his command, or able of themfelves 


~ 


to vex the Living, or even to raife up 


or we the Dead, for the Terror 
5 2 of 
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of poor Mortals ; and they fuppofed to 
be endued with fuch Power to tempt — 
Men, as to trapan them into Sub{cripti- 
ons to certain Covenants whereby they 
‘renounce God, and fell themfelves to 
the Devil, either fora little Pelf, or a 
filly Pleafure, in plaguing and deftroying 
their Fellow Creatures, not Men only, bue 
Cattle alfo. This, I declare I can never 
agree to; and J affirm, that the Belief 
of it is highly difhonourable to God, and 
a {tumbling Block in the way of 
Mens Salvation. ‘This will be juftified by 
Examples ; as, Oe lee Lad 


1. What are Inchantments and con. 
juring Words, which fuch Multitudes of 
Men do believe to have a Vertue of 
working fo many forts of wonderful 
Effects ? Some do conceive a Vertue to 
_ bein the Words, and others in the Op- 
_peration of Sataz, upoh the pronoun- 
cing of them; for this we have 
the bold affertion of an eminent Au. 
thor : “ Experience teaches us, that 

, “thefe 
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* thefe Words, thefe AGions and Things 
“ have fome Power.’ This’ he ftoutly 
_“ affirms, when upon. this Principle 
“© he asketh this Queftion, From whar. 
“ Caufe doth proceed this: Virtue? of 
“ thefe Means, if not always, yet fomes 
“times? Hear his Anfwer, That pro* 
ceeds from the Devil’s Will and Plea- 
“ fure, and not from any conftant and 
“ natural Difpofition of thefe Means/),” 
Too many more will fay the fame’ fo 
that it is the Vulgar Notion, Thar this 
Vertue is tn the Means. How abominas 
ble and criminal is this Opinion? ‘The 
Centurian faid to ‘our Saviour, Speak the 
Word, and thy Servant foall be~ healed 
Matt. 8. 9. Surely this Cexturion thoughe 
riot that the Power of Healing was in 
the Word, but in the Power and Will 
of Fefus Chriff. The Leprous afcribeth 
it to Chrift’s Will; Lord, if thou wilt 


Z 
" f 
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(a) Voetius, Difput. rrr. pag. $78. Verba, A@iones 
& res illas aliquid pofle docet experientia : procedit hoc 
ex orbirio Diaboli, non ex conflanti aliqua mediorum ap- 
titudine. | 
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thou canft weake me cian. The fame 
is confirmed by Chréff himfelf, who ffretch’a 
for his hand and faid, T will, Be thou 
clea: And are not Men afhamed ta 
fay the famecof Satan as of Chrift; And 
yer this they do; and are not afhamed, © 
far from it, they ftudy Arguments and 
ftand to them, as if they were unan- 
fwerable Proofs of their foolifh Notions; 
the Devil can do-it, and more, if God 
permit him. A fubtil Way of Reafoning 
indeed ! which fuppofes that. God may 
permit the: Devil to be God, for he 
mutt be no lefs, and Almighty Crea- 
tor likewife, if: he doth all thofe Things 
that he is faid to do. And who can ima: 
gine that Satan being a vile and wicked» 
Creature, fallen from God, and his grea. 
tet Enemy, fhould be permitted to 
do more and greater Things than 
ever he fuffer’d to be done by his. beft: 
Servants? But this ftands for nothing, 
they will go onand difpute Kill: For 
they fay, That God premits the Devil 
to work Miracles, tho’ it be to conform 
a falfe Doétrine and feduce Men. For 
now 
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now they ftick not to own that. God 
can, and doth a@tually. permit Satan. to 
deceive Men, by working fuch Things, 
as is not poffible for a.Creature to.do, 
Which Notion muft neceflarily afcribe 
a Divinity to the Devil, or make God 
the Author..of Sin. If. cither - Satay 
doth them of .himfelf, crGod. doth 
work the fame.by him: To. this End 
they would have us to underftand. lit. 
terly that Place, Rev. 13. 11, 13. That 
the fecond Beajt. fpake like the Dragon, and 
worketh great Signs and W. onders,. -euei| £0 
make Fire to.come down from Heaven, } oa 
the fight of Men,, Dent. 13. Mofes fupe 
pofes that a Sign ora Wonder may, hap- = 
pen, which isdefign’d only. to tare. a- 
way Men from the Worthip of the 
true God. But in all this, no mention 
is made of the Devil ; and. furely the 
Wickednefs of Man is fufficient to. make 
him fall into Idolatry, yea and to draw 
others after him and feduce.. them by 
| pretended Signs and Miracles. -Every 
one.is willing .to,make Profelytes, and 
zealous to bring over others to their O- * 

pinion. 
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pinion. Tdalatrous Poperyi did conftanly 
produce fich ‘Miracles to the fame pur- 
pole : The Prophets fpoken: of by Mofes 
were falfe Prophets, and Dreamers of 
Dreams, pretended to have feen and 
heard, and their Miracles were the fame. 
pretended ‘and falfe Miraéles; and: af” 
any thing was done, yet nothing above 
Nature, tho’ ne Beholders comprehend- 
ed’ ic not.” ig? a PSG 
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SAE FeCKOR this among Sneeeeita ble | 
vablurdities, that Conjurers, Witches, or 


the Devil himfelf can do all that God 


permits them to do. Gan ‘Men in thee 
enfes conetide, that a mere Permiffion- 

can enable for Aion ? Chrift permicted 
St. Peter: to walk upon ‘the Sea, ‘but 
enabled him fot todo it’; as he did toheal 
the i impotent Man at ‘the beautiful Gate 
of the Temple. I ask therefore, whether 
it.was fimple Permiffion that made’ Ba. 
bean? s Afs to fpeak, and the Iron’ to 
fwim ? Permiffion alone will never pro-- 
duce Things above Nature, nor ‘work 
Miracles. "Aud if Sarde ahd his Imps’ dé 
what 
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What is beyond their Nature, they muit 
have the Power and Strength given them 
to do it,#and that from God ; and fo God 
is the Doer of what is done: That if 
the Devil doth of himfelf what Men fay 
he doth above his Nature, he muft be 


—own'd to do greater Things than God 


ever did: Yet, oh Horror! thete is 
notliing more common than Chriftians 
yea Proteftants, to impure to Sara the 


_ working the fame Things or more: As 


for Example ; Was God the Ruler and 


Commander of the Air, whien he cauted- 
Thunder, Fire and Hail j in the Land of 
Egypt? The Devil is thought to have. 
had the fame Power, when the Houfes — 


of fob’s Children were overthrown; 
and now, that he hath whole Nationg 
of Laplanders and Finlazders, who are a- 
ble to raife, turn, and fell the Wind, 
and, by untying 4 Knot made in the 
Corte oF 4 Handkerchief, raife a Storm, 
and lay it again. And is it not now 4 
common Saying, when confiderable Mif- 
chief is done by a Storm, that fome 
Body is idliba One of our Saviour’s 
: preateft 


© 
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greateft and moft admirable Work, is’ — 
ae the Dead to Life again, fobx — 
$20) Bye it he prov’d his Divinity and 
Almighty: Power. as the Father raifes up 
the. Dead ana guickeneth them, fo the Sow 
gaickeneth whons he will. Bat it is pre 
cended that Sata goesfarther, for Chrift 
raifed up the. Dead, by reuniting the 
Soul with the rane Body 5 but accor- 
ding to the vulgar Opinion, the Devil’ 
can: make Bodies for Spirits, which 
never had any Relation to a Body, and 
he can animate that which never had a 
Soul, yea transfrorm Men into Beatfts, 
and bring them to themfelves again: 
He changes them and himfelf into ~ 
Cats and Goats, and that notin Appear- 
ance only, but in Reality, for ifthe Cat 
be beaten, the Witch will have a Bruife; 
if the Hare be bitten by a Dog, and 
efcapes, the Witch will go lame the 
next Day. The Prophet, by the Power 
of God, caufed the Iron to come up from — 
the bottom to thetop of the Water, 
2 Kings 6. 6. But. Satay, makes. a 
Maltiaode of Witches to fwim, where 
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others: hiinill fink immediately.” Thefe 
are but few of innumerable Inftances 

that may be producd, to prove that 
Men do allow the Devi a Power and 
Operations above Nature ; and «if chat 
is true, then he is.a God. ‘Every Crea- 
ture is confined by God himfelf to the 
Properties of its own Nature, and fo 
are the, ACtions proceeding irom thefe 
Properties: Sothat we muft fay that 
when a Creature. atts contrary to, 
or above its Nature, it is God’s own 
AG, either by his own immediate O- 
peration, as when St. Peter cured the 
impotent Man with one Word fpeaking, 
ashe faidto the People, why do you lock 
Oi? ts, as if by our owa Power we had made 
this Man to walk? or by giving extra. 
ordinary Abilities to the Means, beyond 
their Nature, as after the troubling of 
the Water of Bethefda; sand to the Water S 
of Yordan, to cure the Leprofy, ‘As. for 
my part, I will never enquire what the 
Devil can do, when J fee any thigg. done, 
that is above Nature ; for then Bam 
fure he cannot be the fen of it: yet 
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not only old Women and Idiots among — 
the Vulgar, but even Jearned and emi- 
nent Men will affirm the fame, and a 
great deal more inconfiftent, not only 
with the Principles of Chriftian Reli- | 
gion, but alfo contradi&tory to the 
Truth of the Creation, which hath fet 
fuch Bounds to all Creatures which 
they cannot pafs; not only without 
God’s Permiffion, but alfo without his 
giving them Power and Strength, be- 
yond what he firft imprinted | in their 
Nature; and therefore what is faid of 
Spirits afting corporally upon Bodies, 
or of Bodies ating as Spirits, muft ei- 
ther be falfe, or the Work of him, who 
is the Author of Nature, and is able 
to alter it when, and as he pleafeth: So 
the Opinion of any Creature having a 
Power of working Things above its 
Nature, cannot be maintained to rhe 
Glory of God, 


3. I fay. again, that. the commonly. 
as Opinion is a great Aumpling 
‘Sica 
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Block unto Man, even in the Waw of 
his Salvation: Por, firft of all, ic fur. 
nifhes the Atheift with an unanfwerable 
Argument againft the Truth of our Hoe 
ly Religion; for we pretend this to be 
undeniably: eftablifh’d by. it, that the 
‘Writers of the Bible did thofe T hings, 
which were impoffible to be done with. 
out the Finger of God: This was the | 
Cafe of the Law, Deut. 4. 42+ God hath 
taken to himfelf a People, out of anothep 
People,by Temptations, by Wonders, bya Strong 
Hand, and by an out-ftretched Arm, avd by 
great Terrors, Tt-is the Cafe of the Gof. 
pel, Heb. 2. 4. God witneffing together with 
them by Signs, and Wonders, and mighty 
Works. But if what is conceived of the 
Devil takes Place, Conjurers and Witch. 
es go beyond Mojés and the Prophets, 
and: Chrift himfelf; forthe Devil daily: 
fets forth Prophecies, and doth Won- 
ders beyond Urim and Thummim. If God: 
created and governs the World, and alb 
Things fubfift by his Will, in the fame 
Order that he fer them, Revel. 4. 1. 
it is faid alfa that the Devil can do all’ 
ey age Sw this ; 
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this; but what faith the Spirit of Trath, 
Ufa..41. 23+ Make us to underftand ‘I hings 
#0 come, and ye are Gods: But hidden 
Things, and Things to come, are dif- 
cover'd by the Devil’s Revelation: If 
he is the God of this World, if he knows 
the Hearts, and can work upoa them, 
and underitand the Myfteries of Saiva- 
tion, he hath divine Attributes, and he 
can. do all Things; infpire David to go 
and number the People, and take from 
- Fob all his Goods, and the Health-of his 
Body: But you will fay, that the .De- 
vil can do nothing but what God per=, 
mits him to do. Have Care, I pray?) 
Our. Saviour faid that of -himfelf, ‘fobs 
5.19. I can do nothing. of myfelf. Beware 
~ making Comparifons, which this new. 
receiv’d Opinion is but too apt to do, 
to the great Scandal and: Prejudice. of 
the Chriftian Religion, and hinders’ Men. 
from knowing.and ferving God as they: 
ought to do. St: Fames. tells us, Thar afi 
any lacketh Wifdom, he muft beg it of God, 
who alone is able to give it. But this 
Opinion tells ws} that Satan; out of-his 
aie great 
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Great Capacity, and long Experience? 
can reveal all Things to Men. The Pro- 
phet Amos puts this Queftion, Is there 
any Evil in the City, and the Lord hath not 
done it ? But what anfwers this Conceit, 
All Evil is from the Devil. If we be 
affaulted with any fad or troublefome 
Thoughts, or feel in our Confciences 
fome Checks or Difturbances for the 
‘Evil that we have done, we complain 
that we are purfued by an-evil Spirie. 
And do we difcourfe of another World, 
we hear of nothing oftner than the © 
Devils dragging and hauling Souls in- 
to Hell : So that however we are taught 
to honour and love God, we are alfo in- 
ftruéted to fear the Devil,conrrary to the 
Scripture, which informs us, that Gods 
4nd he alone, is to be fear'd; and that it is 
a fearful Thing to fall into the Hands 
of the Living God; not of a Devil, in 
Chains. i 


And will not our pure and Holy Re. 
ligion fuffer much, by thus making 
God the Author of thefe Errors and 
| Cheats, 
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Gheats, which are fet on work to fe: 


duce Mén; for the Devil hach no Share 
in Omnipotence, and God muft be the 
Doer of all thofe Things that exceed 
Wature, and yet are made Ufe of to 
turn away Men from God, to look up- 
on Satan as the Engineer of thefe furpri- 
zing Things. Let our Hearts abhor fuch 
Conceits, for they will keep us from the 
tight Sentiments we fhould have of the 
Divinity, and; by Confequence, make 
us incapable of rendering to our God 


that Honour, Reverence, and Service, 


which are due to hinlk As many as 
fancy that God either permits or gives 
the Devil a Power to do fuch Things, 
do dfcribe to Satan a Power and King- 
dom antecedent to; and as lafting as 
that of God’s only: Son; having under 
his Command and DireCtion Multitudes 
of Spirits, Men and Witches, who ha- 
ving contracted a ftri€t Alliance with 
him, do affert his Dominion in all Parts 
of the World, to the great Grievance 
of innumerable Creatures, -and the eter- 
nak Damnation of poor deluded Souls. 
But 
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- But to conclude, the Notions are’ ins 
confiftent withthe Practice of Piety, ac. 
cording as St. Paw! marks their Oppoft 
tion, 1Tim 4. 7. But-rejed. ungodly and 
old Wives Fables, ana exercife thy: felf-antp 
Godline/s': Here is a cafting out? of the 
one, and admitting the other. 3°notonly 
preferring. Piety before thefe Fables, sbut 
be fure to have nothing to: do cwith 
thefe, and give thy felf wholly»to: the 
other ; ‘whereby: it is fufficiently mani. 
feft}: that fuch: Fables can never: agree 
with. ‘Piety. This is -what’-S¢, : Peter 
would’have us to underftand,-when he 
faith, 2 Per. 1.16. We follow not after cun~ 
ningly ‘devifed Fables, but we “have made 
known unto you the Power and Coming o 
our Lord Fefus C brift among the Heathen . 
as now in Popery Religion wa8 grounded _ 
upon Fables’; all their Divinations, Ma. 
gick, and Conjurations were built upon 
that Foundation.. And it was thus ar 
Epbefus, when St. Paal writ this Epi- 
file ; thar City being the Metropolis of 

U all 
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all the Heathenifh Religions, by Reafon 
of the, Magnificence of Diana’s Temple, 
and. other, Images fuppofed to come 
down) from. Heaven, all which was a 
mere Fable; the Priefts of thofe falfe 
Divinities being accuftomed to. wrap up | 
the Worfhip of their Gods and Demons 
with: contriv’d’ Stories of their Extrac- — 
tion, Eduication, and Actions, and their 
Laws adequird of Men. their Worfhip- 
pers, referving always to themfelves the 
‘Explication of thefe; and to confirm the 
People, in. the blind Service of thefe — 
Gods, they. pretended: Apparitions, Re- 
velations, and Miracles. The Fewifb Tal- 
wud, the Turkifh Alcoran, the Roman Le- | 
sends, the Writings of our new Azti- 
trinitarians, Socinians, and Antifcripturifts, 
are to be avoided, with.all Worfhippers 
of Tradition ; for that isa new Herely 
ftarted up of late among Prote/tants, 
Thefé are Things that ate made. ufe of 
to feduce People, and make Gain of 
their Money, by feeding their Minds 
by fuch craftily invented Stories; fuch 
as 


of Spirits, 15§ 
as the Apoftle hath given a very pro- 
per Name to, owogroutyes wubes, malicioufly 3 
forged Fables: Of this Nature is all this 
Demonology, or Dottrine of Demons, {fo 
much reverenc’d by the Heathen, pro- — 
fane and ridiculous Inventions enter- 
tain’d, and daily rehears’d among Chil- 
dren by old Women, whofe weak Brains 
being filled with them, will not ceafe 
relating them to the younger Sort of 
People, as if they were undoubted 
Truths, eftablifh’d by the moft certain 
Experience : But the worft of all is, that 
for fuch Things old Women and others 
are often caft into Piifons, tormented, 

and doomed to the Flames, as convict- 
ed of Diabolical Magick. Thefe are but 
few of thofe many Arguments that gc- 
cur to juftify that thefe vulgar Notions 
are inconfiftent with the “Practice of 
Piety, fince they fill up Mens Thoughts 
with Vanities, and make all their Devo- 
tion to be nothing but Superftition and 
Idolatry. 
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APPENDIX 


{ToT Pe ee 
| Treatife of SPIRITS, 


ie OR PINDING Pa learned 

evuilpsie ee Part. of the World 
ws grown More curi- 
ous to know. the 
Truth about Spirits, 
and that the Dif 


g™ G 


pute ‘concerning Witches and -Ap-' 

pens feems not to be at anEnd ; 
ut | PAECHIADY becaute I have met 
a late 


158 APPENDIX. 
a late Pamphlet, which pretends 
{trongly to prove his Point; but fo. 
weak are his Arguments, that he 
will find himfelf difappointed, if- 
he expects an Anfwer. I fhallon- — 
ly tranfcribe his Title Page, and 
I take that to be- Anfwer enough. 
For thefe Reafons I have _added 


et Adpingay 1 SET AA 

The Poffbility and Reality of Magick, — 

— Socery and Witchcraft demonfirat- 

ed's; OF, | A Vindication of a Com- 

pleat Hiftory of Magick, Socery and 

| Witchcraft.» In Anfwer to Dr. 

| Houtchinfon’sHiftorical Eflay. By 

- Richard ‘Boulton, fome time of 
2 Brazen-Note College. = 


- The mighty Stumbling Block of 
learned: Men, labouring under “an! 
habitual Prevention in the Cate now ' 

By ‘sy SVE Ad Gaioeé 13 feddewe im 
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in Hand, are above the reft, two. 
— fhort. Hiftories,: one in’ the Old 
Teftament, the other i in the New 
Teftament, viz. The Witca, or | 
No Wircu of Enpor, for the 
«Scripture doth not call’ her. fo 5 
and the fuppoled Tranfitigration 
of the Dxmons into the Berd ot 
Swine ; both thefe are, (as I fup- 
-pofe) very well explained | in the 
-'Treatife. © But becaufe the Men 
with whom I have todo, back’d 
by the Multitude, will multiply his 
Words againgt Arguments-both of 
holy Scripture and natural Evie 
dence ; I have thought fit to make 
an Addition of this fhort Appendix ; 
being perfwaded, that a fhort Pa- 
raphrafe on thefe two Places, will 
clear the Point, and put an Bnd 
to the Difpute. 


As to the firft, the Ecripture tells 
us, That there was a Time when the 
Spirw 
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Spirit of God was upon Saul, and: a 
‘Time when he was departed from him. 
At this Time of Diftra€tion doubt 
defs it was that Saul undertook to 
go to Endor.; and it muft be. fo, 
for he went for Information to one, 
of thofe, whom himfelf had bani- 
{hed out of the Land ;.yea, whom > 
he knew God had forbidden fhould 
_be-tuffered. to. live... He was mad 
indeed to think that he could be 
difguifed from a Cunning Woman, 
who could not be ignorant of what 
‘every, ‘Body; knew, ‘that. Saul was 
higher | bythe Head, and Shoulders 
shan. any of the. Peoples... ‘Diftracted 
indeed he was! to-imagaine to get 
true Information, ‘when: God. res 
fufed to anfwer Fisatys but a Spirit 
fi om t! 1e Lord tormented him 3 yet 
our Interpreters never thoughe to” 
reckon him among the Poffefled; bes 
caule I fuppofe,ic is faid that it wasa_ 
« Spirit from the Lord, not from Sa- 
| 3 tan, 


iz reel —_ a ae. - vay 2)’ 


tan, or the Devil. However, Saul 


_ wasin a diftracted Condition, for 
he was afraid at the Sight of the i 
_ Philiftine Army ; and fo ina pro- 


per Cafe to be put upon by fuch 
Pretenders to Devination, being 
throughly perfwaded of her great 
Skill in the Art of Magick. And 
accordingly, take Notice how the 
Woman acts her Part: He caine 
to her in the Night, the proper 


‘Time for Deeds of Darknefs, and 
none more dark than applying to 


| ‘the Dead for Relief ; fuch was his 


Errand, I pray thee divine unto me 


by the Familiar Spirit, and bring me 


bim up whom I foall name unto thee; 
“like that of Dives to Laxarus, Send 
one from the Dead to my Brethren, to. 


teftify unto them; and yet this is a 


_ Thing much to be taken Notice of 


-. That of all thofe that were: rais’d 


‘from ‘the Dead, none is faid. to 


Xx have 
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have continued upon Earth, of to 


have done any thing, or to have 


given any Information. So that 
‘Sauls Requeft was both imperti- 


‘nent and impoflible, that Samuel, 


an holy Man, and now at reft from 
his Labours, fhould be difquieted 
‘to pleafe the Curiofity of a mad, 
‘rebellions Prince, and the Cove-. 


toulnefs of a wicked and prefump- 


tuous Woman ; therefore the Wo- 


man faid unto him, and very prue 


dently, to avoid the Penalty of the 


‘Law, Thou knomeft what Saul bath 


sy 


done. He, to be fire of her, gives 


her the greateft Security that fhe 
‘could have, ‘a folemn Oath of him 
‘to whom belongs the Execution of 
‘the Law; And Saul fware to her by 
‘the Lord, faying, As the Lord liveth, 


there hall ‘no Punifbment happen unto 


thee for this Thing. Upon this Ai- 


~~ 


furance, the ‘is encouraged, and 


begins 
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begins her Work, and faith, Whom 
fhall I bring up unto ‘thee? And he 
faid, Bring me up Samuel. Foolifhly 
thinking “doubilefs, as the vulgar 
Error prevail’c d, that fhe could by 
her Art bring "Samuel to talk with 
him about Bufinefs, as he us’d to 
do when he was alive : “But, alas } j 
tempore mutantur, the Apparition 
mult be to her, not to him, as will 
be manifelt prefently 5 how cometh 
this fudden Tranfition, without 
more Words, from his Requeft to 
the Apparition to her, Ver..'12. 
And when the Woman faw Samuel, 
fhe cryd with aloud Voice ; bat on- 
ly becaufe Saul, very fata upon 
the Bufinefs, mutt be fuppofed to 
‘be in hafte, and the Womani imme- 
diately fteps into-her Cell, or Cloe 
fet, where ftood the Ob, or Death’s 
eee here called the Familiar Spi 
rit; which our Conjurors or For- 
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tune-Tellers. have : thought fit: to 


change into the cafting of a Figure 


- ftands but themfelves, and the Con- 


pes 


- juror alone mutt give the Significas 


tion thereof. When the Woman faw 


Samuel, for hitherto he faw -no- 
thing; and why not then, if he was 
to fee at all; no, there mutt be 
further ‘juggling in the Cafe ; the 
Woman was to. fee, and he to bear 


only,; thérefore the goes to the — 


proper Place appointed for Vifions . 


and Apparitions,into which Place the © 


Client is not permitted to enter, 


out of which the -ftarts, with wont. _ 


éd Amazement, for fhe cry’d with a 
loud Voice, and {pake to Saul, faying, 
Why baftthou deceiv’d me? For thou 
art Saul. Now the King is fully 
perfwaded that the Woman had 
had the Vifion, and that by it fhe 


had difcovered who he was,’ for 


he 
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he anfwered her, Be not afraid, for 
what farveft thon? The Vilion is’o= 
ver, and yet he faw nothing, and 
_ we will have him be very clears 
fighted, when he was ftark Blind; 
which he confefles by faying to ‘her, 
What faweft thou? And what Appa- 
rition was this? I faw (not thou) 
Gods afcending out of the Earth. . 
Vifion indeed, of Plurality of Gods 
in a People which believed but one, 
and they afcending out of the Earth } 
a Place where the very Gods of the 
_ Heathen were never {aid to dwell. 
I would therefore entreat my ‘Ans 
tagonifts to give me the Meaning of 
thofe Words, which, I mutt confefs 
I underftand not: But as the dark 
An{wers of our Aftrologers, and of 
the ancient Oracles, which were 
never delivered but in» Enigmatie 
cal Terms ; but of thefe the poor. 
Prince had no fight ; for he faid to 
her, 


iit bh ea Le Fas Hav 
Asics ‘i : 


her, What Form is he of ? Surely he 
faw nothing yet, for fhe faid, de 
old Man cometh up, and he is covers 
ed with a Mantle. Then Saul per- | 
ecived, he. did not fee that it was 
Samuel, but he perceived, he conje- 
ured and concluded it from, the 
Words of the Woman; as all thofe 
that will have their Fortune told 
tiem, muift be fatisfied. with what 
the ‘Feller. will reveal inthe Mat-. 
ter ; but he:bow’d and kneale, either 
with Thanksto the Woman, orm 
Reverence to the Memory, of Samuel, 
who vouchfaf’d to appear! in hus 
‘Behalf, aud. (by her) fo graciouily. 
to anfwet:his Requelt ;. fer why A 
snany Words,.in framing this Ap= 
partion. toy the Woman, fo many. 
Words, .afarming: that..Saul aw. 
nothing, iand yer not the leaft I-. 
tem of his appearing to. Saul.him- 
felf; bur! the Dialogue, continuing: — 
ose tee 
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Tull betwixt Saul and the Woman, 
the perfonates Samuel noné others 
wife than the ‘Advocate perfonatés 
his Client when he pleads for him, 
Then faid Samuel to Saul, (tho 
Saul fought the Mediation of the 
Woman, it was not from her that 
he expected his Inftruction, but 
from the Apparition of Samuel 5 
neither did the Woman pretend ‘to 
inform him: of herfelf, before Sa- 
muel appeared ; and then the things 
to be fpoken of, relating particus 
larly to Saul and Samuel, more than 
‘to the Woman, who was but a Me« 
diatrix, it was proper for her ‘then 
to perfonate Samuel, whom Saul 
could not fee, and: ‘to ‘name 
Things that pertained to them, and 
not at allto herfel6 as the follow 
‘ing Words do fhew’;\ Why ‘haf? thou 
difquieted me ? Samuel, if any, not 
‘the Woman, Was‘difgnieted. And 
site there- 
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therefore as the Lawyer takes ups 
on him to, perfonate his Client, bes 
caufe he is the Party concerned ; fo 
this Woman doth the fame here, 
‘to utter the Words which were pro- 
per for Samuel to have uttered, if 
he had really appeared ; and they 
are true Words in themfelves, for 
4t muft have been a great Difturb- 
.ance to holy Samuel, to be fetch’d 
from Heaven, or from the Grave, 
to pleafure a wicked King and a 
-curfed Woman. ‘But the Words 
mutt be falfe, if the Apparition was 
true, for Samuel could not be dif- 
quieted in going upon God’s Er- 
‘rand, as this muft be; for God’s 
Permiffion, fo often alledg’d in this © 
‘Cafe, is not fufficient ; it cannot 
make the Devil a God, to create, to 
.raife up the Dead, to Infpire, to 
Transform, to make a Woman a 
‘Hare, and an Elephant of a Bee’s. 
v \ aree, 


we in 
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Knee. Haveoa care, Mortal Men, 
of fuch furprizing Incongruities, yea 
Impoffibilizies to Nature, and blaf- 
phemoufly put upon God himfeit; 
making him the. Author of what 
he utterly abhorrs and abfolutely 
forbids. Obferve what Saul ans 
fwers to this Reproof (pray excuié 
me; I could not help it,) I am fore 
diftrelfed; the Philijtines make War 
againft me; and God is departed — 
from me, and anfwereth me no more 3 
God himfelf muit be taxed, and 
made the Caufe of our Extravagan- 
cies; As we run to Churcnes to 
thank him for the Succeds of the 
enormous Crimes that we conimit, 
fo pray hear this Leflon, ye care- 
dels Men ; Then faid Samuel, where 
fore then, doft thou ask of me,. feeing 
the Lord is departed. from thee, and 
is become thine Exemy? Ye.that are. 
but fallible Men, have a care of 
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Fitok Faule with God; if God 
‘will not, the whole Crbatlen can 
not rebieve you; you particularly, 
that are fo much for Witches and 
“Apparitions, fee the Impoffibility_ 
of them, for God is not there; If 
‘ye do Evil, ice. if iy go abide an 
unlawfal thing, Ged leaves you, 
and no Good will come of it; and 
if any Succefs appears, it 13° the 
-“worfe for you, as it was for Saul, 
Confufisn and utter Deftruttion : At- 
ter the Doctaraent of which, in 
the 17th, 18th and roth Verdes, 
the Effect follows, Ver. 20. Phen 
Saul fell ffraitway all along upow the 
Earth, and was fore afraid, becaufe 
of the Words of Samuel; and there 
was no Strength ia hin, becaufe- he 
bind dasbhi no Bread ot the Day, nor 
all the Night; 1o great was his 
Dittre Kcr that he minded nothing 
but his ice Delign. ‘The Con- 
clufion: 
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~ dufion of all this is im the roth 


Verle ; Moreover the Lord. will alfo 
deliver I frael mith thee; into the hands 
of the Pbiliftines ; and to. Morrow 
(halt. thou and thy Sons be with me: 


‘and the Lord: alfa foall deliver the 


‘Hoff of Irael into. tbe Hands of the 
Pailiffines : which fhews how much 
God is provoked, when he permits 
a wicked King to rule over a Peos 
ple, the whole Nation duffers by it. 
"The End is, ‘the Saul is left to the 
Woman’s Care: to Succour hun ; 


but the laf’ Words are not eafily | 


‘underftood, To Morrow thou halt be 
with me; that they were meant of 
his Death, 2 all’ do own; but. the 


Words to Morrow, ple with me, 


feems tohave fomething ‘of the for- 
mer juggling, the Gods afcending out 
of the Earth; for we have noted, 
that Saul did not die the next Day 
after his being at Endor ; and the 
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Hiltory of Sau/’s Life will hardly — 
permit us to ‘underftand Heaven, » 
where we faithully believe that 
Samuel was, nor yet Ramath, where 
he was buried, and from whence _ 
we hold itimpoffible for all Witches, 
and-even the Devil himfelf to re« 
move any Body ; and God himfelf 
never did, but’ by’4 great Miracle, 
and forthe Conffrmation of that 
Chriftian Article ‘of'Faith, the Ree. 
furréction ‘of the Dead, and’ partis 
cularly "to ‘bear Teltimony of our 
bleffed Sqviout’s Refurredtion.. 


_ As to the great Miracle which 

‘our Saviour wrought ‘upon the Two, 
St. Mark faith One Demonaick, be- 
caufe perhaps one appear’d to Chrift 

before’ ‘the other, orbecaufe there 
‘was fomething more remarkable 
im the Madnefs of the one than 
that of the other; as is conttanthy 
as | Obe 
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-pbferved, that among a Multitude 
afflicted with the fame Difeafe, e- 
very one hath fome Symptom di 
ftin& from the others, and in no 
Diftemper fo much to be taken No= 
tice of, as in the Epilep/y and Luna- 
ey, which the Heathen never fail’d 
to afcribe to the working of fome 
Dzmon or other ; as the Roman 
Catholicks do to their Saints, whom - 
they have tranflated into Demons 
“by their Canonization, and to whom 
they prefently apply for cure; as — 
for Example, (and to name no 
more) to the Bleffed Virgin Mary, 
in Cafe of Child-birth, for they 
have made her an univerfal Mid- 
wife. But'to return to the Hiltory 5 
I declare my Sentiment, that all 
the Errors in this Cafe might have 
been prevented, if Tranflators had 
been careful at the firft not to con- 
found the Word Demon and that of 
oe eae 
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Devil together, and had well : ine 
formed Ghuiltians of their Diffes , 
xéence, Lid Men: know.and believe 
thefe Things, (which nothing buc. 
ftton ¢ Prevention and Negligence — 
keeps them from knowing) 1.'That 
Diesiaon 8-2 good Word, where. reer - 
“aS vided for a God, rather than a. 
Devil, 2. That D Demons, were 1ma- 
gined by the Heathen: to be. dead 
| Mea, who. having deferved well, 

were artiv’d to another State of 
Glory and Honour, and toa Ca 
pacity of working ‘extraordinary 
Things; that iherstice, fome Re- 
verence and Worfhip is due to 
them from Mortals. ‘This the. holy 
Seripture declares, and. all Chafti~ 
ans. ought to. believe to be nothing, 
tall but Delufion, readily receiv’d 
noiey cunningly thade ule of by: vile 
and ungedly Men, | for fecular 
Ends. © 3. ‘That the Heathen and 
| . Roman 
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Roman Catholicks did, and do to 
this Day; afcribe to their fuppofed 
deified Men, the Miracles, and all 
extraordinary Events, which ine 
‘deed aré, or feem to be, above: Na» 
ture ; and thence aries the Supers 
{ition and idolatrous Worfhip that — 
fs rendér’d to Creatures. 4. Did 
Chriftians believe and profels that 
Avhich they cannot but know, that 
we know nothing of the Devil, but 
what the Book of God tells us-; 
that the Old Teilament faich no- 
thing of lim, bue tinder the Names 
of the Serpent and of Satan; that 
the New Tellament never {peaks 
of him, but ip the fingular Nom- 
ber, that therefore we are to be» 
heve thartlieré is but One Serpent, 
One Satan; One Devil; that whatfo- 
evet this Devil is, whatloever Wit 
or Power he niay heave, or have 
had, the Secdof the Woman, which 
i3 
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as Chriff, hath broken his Head ; 
That the Devil is in Chains, ee ; 
fo is a very infignificant Fellow, _ 
far from that univerfal Monarchy 
of this World; having at his Com 
mand Legions of meets I know 
not how to call them, that he 
fends up and down to tempt, tire — 
and torment Men upon the whole 
Earth: Whereas, as to Temptation, 
St. Fames tells us; Chap. 1. Ver. 146 
‘That every Man js tempted when he 
is drawn away of his own Luft, ands 
enticed : Vet the Courts of Judicas 
ture put out of their Indiétments, 
that the Malefaétor did kill or rob a 
Man by the Infligation of the Devil ; 
for the Devil was not there, nor 
knew nothing of the Matter. 
‘Therefore, O ‘Ghattians look. to 
your felves, and make your Peace 
swith God, for He alone is to be 
fear’d ! He fees and knows, ang 
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he alone will, judge and punifh! If 
HE be for you, it matters not who is . 
againft you! As to all the Changes ~ 
and Chances of this ‘World, St. Yoba 
inttructs. us, very well, to all In- 
tents and Purpofes, 1 Fohn 2. 16. 
etells us of the Things: that can 
bring any. Mifchief on us, and all 
the Enemies we are to beware of, 
and fight with, viz. The Luf? of the 
Flefb, the Luft of the Eyes, and the 
Pridé of Ike Thefe are all the Devils 
We are, to encounter withal, and 
“which if we conquer and. defeat, 
we are fafe. _Laffly, If Men did 
believe, profefs and practice this, 
That to. fear God. and keep bis Com- 

_ mandments is the Whole Duty. of Maz, 
that in thé Ditcharge of. this. Duty, 
we thall meet with all the Inftruchi- 
on we have need of, and all. the 
Bleffings that will make us happy, 
‘both bere and hereafter ; then we 
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fhall fear no Devils to difturb, feck — 
to no Witches or Apparations of 
dead Men or Angels to inform us ; 
for our good God hath lait of all 
{poken to us by his Son. One thing 
therefore I add, and with it cons 
clude this fhort APPENDIX, and > 
earneftly pray to our merciful 
God, that he would be pleafed to 
move powerfully the Heart of his 
his Servants, and particularly all. 
Clergymen, to read over and over 
again, and reflect ferioufly upon 
what St. Luke faith, Chap. ". Zz ty 
22. And in that fame Hour he cured 
many of their Infirmities and Plagues, 
and hi Evil Spirits ; and wnto many 
that were Blind, he gave Sight. 
Then Fefus anfwering, faid unto them, — 
Go your Way, and tell Fohn what 
Things ye have feen and heard ; bow 
shat the Blind fee, the Lame walk, 
the Lepers are cleanfed, the Deaf 
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hear, the Dead are raifed 5 to the 
— Poor the Gofpel is preached. Here is 
chee to be noted, that St. 
Fohn's ifciples faw Jefus cafting | 
out Evil Spirits, and that they 
were to tell fobn all the Things 
they had feen and heard, and that 
is all that was to be told ; for hear 
a notable Exception, both in St. 
Matthew and in St. Luke, . they 
were not ta {peak of the cafling 
out of Demons, for doubtlefs our 
“Saviour’s Omiffion in the Charge 
that he gave them, was a Prohibi- 
tion: And why was not the cafting 
gut of Demons a Miracle, for it is 
named among them ;° or is it a 
leffer Miracle than making the 
Lame to walk, or the Deaf to hear ? 
Nothing of this, but there is a Rea- 
fon for it that few Men give Atten- 
tion unto. The Queftion’ was, 
how to make it plain to Joby and 
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the whole. World, and firft to the 
Jars, that Felus was the Chrift, thé 
Meffiah promifed wnto Ifrael; to do 
‘this, one thing was neceflary and 
 fufficient, wiz. to. prové that Jefus 
was he that was. promifed’ of God 
by. the. Covenant of Grace, . defcri- 
bed by t the Prophets, and the Works 
that he fhould do fo plainly mark- 
ed, ‘that they being well confidered; 
it was impollible not to know, him; 3 
therefore our. Saviour | tells them 
very often to be mindful of his 
Works, which ‘ teftified’ of him ; 
and of his. doing the Works which 
his. Father fent, him to do, and 
‘which . the Prophet had. faid. he 
fhould’ ‘do, So that the Prophets 
haying faid- nothing, and’ our Sa- 
viour: himfelf, faying nothing of 
cafting out Lemons in this Place, 
Sait at fhould © have been pak 
had it been one ‘of the: Works 
necef- 
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necefi fary ‘to, prove, ‘him: to be thé 
Mefliah ; but it is’ neceflary that 
he fhould to that purpofe cure all 
manner of  Difeafes © among Men, 
both | great and {mall both ordinat 
rf and’ extraordiniary” ‘Fevers: and 
Agues, Cunacy ‘and Madnefs : For, 
if Chriftians would but’ confi der te 
well, an Ague hath‘as many fuiprie 
fing Things and Difficulties, as" thé 
poffeffing Spirits ever had, and thofe 
that made the Fever a Didileteyy, 
were as much in the ‘right, ‘as 
they who maintain that the Dé | 
mowaicks which ‘our Saviour cured 
were acted by foreign’ Spirits that 
had entered intothem. And if the 
Difficulty of their pafling into the 
Herd of Swine cannot be anfwer’d 
by comparing it with Naaman’s Le- 
profy pafling into Gebazi’s Family, I 
mult {tay where Lanr till they bring 
me W ord what became of the Dex 
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vils after the Hogs were drown’ d, 


| an how 7 they do now, — 


Forafmuch | as the main “Argu: 


gent which they have to prove 


their Witches and Apparitions, are 
-theStories they tell of them, where- 
of the greateft part are fufficiently 
refuted by the: Relation : If God. 
were pleafed to. give me Time and 


Health, I would endeavour to pay” 


them in their own Coin,. and prove 
by Stories within mine own Reach, 
how much the cunning and. wicked 
Part of the World impofes upor, 
the  credulous and i leneraeys 
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